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There’s not an honest-to-goodness Hoosier who hasn’t been heard whistling, 
warbling or humming a song that goes like this: 
“Round my Indiana homestead wave the cornfields, 


In the distance loom the woodlands clear and cool. 


Often times my thoughts revert to scenes of childhood, 


Where I first received my lessons, nature’s school. 


But one thing there is missing in the picture, 
Without her face it seems so incomplete. 

I long to see my mother in the doorway, 

As she stood there years ago her boy to greet! 


.CHORUS: Oh, the moon- 
light’s fair tonight along the 
Wabash, 


From the fields there 
comes the breath of new 
mown hay. 


Thro' the sycamores the 
candlelights are gleaming, 
On the banks of the Wabash, 
far away. 
Many years 
since lI, 
strolled — by 
the river, 
Arm in arm 
with sweet- $ 
heart Mary 
by my side. 
It was there 
I tried to tell 
her that I 
loved her, 

It was there 
I begged of 3S 
her to be MY porotny s. CLARK 
oride./ 

Long years have passed 


have passed 


since I strolled thro’ the 
the churchyard; 

She’s sleeping there, my 
angel Mary dear. 

Stil I'd give my future 
were she only here." 

That song, which many have 
sung time and time again, has 
immortalized Indiana and ac- 
quainted more people with the 
Wabash River than all the 
Atltses and geographies ever 
printed is, of course, Paul 
Dresser's "On the Banks of 
the Wabash, Far Away.” 

There has always been a 
great deal of controversy con- 
cerning the correct birthdate 
and birthplace of Paul Dres- 
ser. Over the years much has 
been printed and spoken 
about the subject and one 
thing for sure, it proves that 
onc mistake in print carries 
on into the future as long as 


the printed word remains 
legible! 

There are still, I’m sorry 
to say, some people who be- 
lieve the caption of a post 
card, or what was incorrectly 
printed in the 1938 issue of 
the leather bound volume 
THE WABASH VALLEY RE- 
MEMBERS. The late local 
historian A. R. Markle tried 
all his life to correct some of 
these errors in print, but was 
only partially successful. 

Those who quote Paul Dres- 
ser's brother, Theodore 
Dreiser, have not made a 
thorough study of his writings 
or they would have found un- 
told descrepancies in Dreis- 
er's statements. Members of 
his own family have pointed 
out to this writer many of 
his errors in the dates and 
places of birth for his broth- 
ers and sisters. 


Birthplace Known 


The Vigo County Historical 
Society is frequentlv called on 
to explain that although the 
Dreiser-Dresser family lived 
in many houses in this city 
(Thirteen children and a very 
low income would put a strain 
on living auarters) the brick 
house at 318 S. 2nd St. was 
proved beyond any question to 
be the birthplace of Paul 
Dresser, the first of the large 
family of the Dreisers. In 
their files they have a photo- 
graph of this house, signed by 
Paul himself, as being the 
place where he was horn. 

On one of his visits to his 
home town. Paul Dresser was 
interviewed by a TERRE 
HAUTE TRIBUNE reporter. 
Determined to settle a much 
mooted point. for all time he 
hoped. the newspaper man nut 
the direct question: “Mr. 
Dresser. can you tell us where 
you were born and when?” 


Q 


1 Sullivan, 


“Very easily, indeed, I was 
born in 1859 and in the city of 
Terre Haute. It was in the 
Mever nroperty on the east 
side of 2nd St. between Pon!»r 
ane Swen. (This was 318 S. 
2n St.) The house is brick and 
has since h d a second story 
added. I lived there until 
eighteen or ninteen, when 
my father sold out his wood 
business on S. ‘st St. and 
moved to Chicago.” 

“You ma” *^!! "our readers 
definitely that I never lived in 
Brazil nor  Vin- 
cennes, as has been claimed. 
(Note: his family did, but by 
this time Paul had left home.) 
I was born and grew up in 
Terre Haute and received my 
education in the schools of 
your city. with the exception 
of a finishing course spent at 

a Catholic institution in south- 

ern Indiana." This was St. 

Meinrad's. 

Thus two important facts 

' about Dresser's life, the year 
of his birth and his place 
have been settled by the very 

| words of the man whose his- 
| tory has been so uncertain 

! over the years. 

John Q. Public, as well as 
historians, will also be in- 
terested in knowing that the 

| same newspaper story corrects 

the fallacy that Theodore 

Dreiser, brother of the song 

writer, wrote the words for 

“On the Banks of the Wa- 


bash,” the State Song of In- 
diana since 1913. 

Evidence that Paul, not his 
brother, wrote the words to 
his famous song is found in 
a letter he wrote to his friend 
Miss Mary E. South, of this 


| 


city, whose name appears on ` 


every copy of the song. 

In this letter he says: “I 
wrote the words for “On the 
Banks of the Wabash, Far 
Away" in less than an hour!" 

True, it was Theodore who 
suggested the 


to his brother. And strange 
though it may seem, it is a 


fact that Paul Dresser dedi- 
cated this song to a young 


lady he had never seen. 
It so happened that Dr. 


idea for the | 
song about the Wabash River 


Morehead suggested the song 
be dedicated to little school 


|girl Mary E. South, daughter 


of Col. E. E. South, general 


agent for the Big Four Rail 
road here and a good friend 
of Paul's. Delighted with the 
honor, Miss Mary wrote Mr. 
Dresser a note of appreciation 
and a correspondence re- 
sulted which continued until 
the composer’s death. Her 
collection of his many letters 
and birthday remembrances 
had been placed in the Lilly 
Library at Indiana Univer- 
sity. y" 


Seek All Songs " 


There are known to be one 
hundred and six songs writ- 
ten -by Paul Dresser, and 
copies of many of these have 
been collected by the Vigo 
County Historical Society. It 
is hoped that a complete col- 
lection can be found, and any 
one having such old sheet 


| music is asked to donate it 


to the Historical Museum for 


| the Paul Dresser Birthplace. 


His play in which he toured 
the entire United States was 
“The Green Goods Man" and 
in it, as in his own life. Paul 
Dresser was extremely enter- 
taining, often boisterously so. 
The society would also like to 

| find a copy of this play, but 


| SS h ie SEC 


latest song, words and music both by himself. 


a portrait of the author comooser. 
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PAUL DRESSER'S LATEST SONG 
—-07 


"VAY DOWN IN OLD INDIANA"--A POPULAR PIECE--IT x9 IN TEE 
FANOUS SONG WRITER'S BEST VEIN--MUSIC IS SURE TO MAKE A 


FED. 


"Way Down in Old Indiana" is the title of Paul Dresser's 


cover, which pictures a boy sitting at sunset on a log beside 


With a heart full of longing, my thoughts turn tonight, 


Back to old Indiana. 
The same wayward lad in a mellow moonlight, 
Way down in old Indiene.. 
There lies the scenes of a life-time the best, 
There's where I watched the sun sink in the West, 
And when I am gone it is there I would rest, 
Way down in old Indiana. 

CHORUS 
There's where the old folks have slept many years, 
There as & child I learned life's joys and tears. 
In fancy I see mother calming my fears, 


Way Gown in old In ciena. 


luswcsRbherEEUhs.t in prey!'rT first folded my hards, 


Down in ola Indiane, 


'Twes there in my dGreems I saw fer distant lends, 


- 


fay down in old Indiane. 
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On the front 


The words are as follows: 


a 


a 


country road, looking at the tree clad hill across the way, is 


| 
| 
i 
| 
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But gledly would I live iv over erzin, 
Wev gown in old Inciene, 

The publishers of the song, the music of whieh ic very efiee- 
tive, ere Howley, Haviland and Dresser, 124^-17:4£ Eve-àvorz, Lev 
York, fron whom it may be obtained or orGered ty any muric erler, 
Terre Heute music lovers, friencs and edmirers of our rormer towns- 
man will. ell want copies of it. In & letter to the Garetie cecon- 
panying a copy of the song Mr. Dresser says: 

Kindly acceovt the inclosed cony of my new song "Wey Down in 
Old Indiana," with my comoliments enc best wishes. My love for 
the State where I was born, and for the people who heve been ever 
kind to me, gave me inspiratione Indiane to me is always a 
der memory, because it means the home of my childhood. The sun 
alweys seemed to shine brighter, the grass seemed more green ant 
the people seemed more affectionate and loyal in the old fashioned 
way. While I heve been ewey for many yeers, my heart was ever 
there, "Way Down in O18 Indiana," where the tall sycamores grow, 
where the Webesh river flows, the blece thet geve to a nation 
such men es Harrison, Hencricks, Voorhees, Martin, MeDonalid, Dick 
Thomson, Gen. Lew Wallace and James Whitcomb Rily, Maurice Thomp- 
son. 

I am respectrully yours, 


PAUL DRESSER. 
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ur remarkable 
These once-a- 
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in Shoes 


a Patent Calf 
4, worth $2.50. 
cesses $125 
ont Calf Shoes, 
$1.50, narrow 
entr 756 
Lace Shoes, 
goles, all sizes, 


] Shoes, lace, 
mt tip, worth 


mer $125 


yur Model 
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Il lengths, lined f 


nd braid trim- 
ht, 3 to 5 years 
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torm collar ana 
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sere $7.50 
tetrachan Fur 
y satin lined, 
coats. Friday 
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lo Suits, im all 
front jacket, 
skirts, $10.00 


e $7.50. | 
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Parade at Noon 


Paul Dresser Arrives From Chicago — 
Last Rebearsal Will Be Held 
This Afternoon 


Everything is in readiness for ife big 
V.-P. minstrels tonight, and the dress re- 
hearsa] at the opera house this afternoon 
vill be gnly to acquaint the boys with 
the costumes and with the plan of how 
ihe big show is to come off. A good re- 
beersal of all the parta was held at the 
armory last night with everyone present 
except those who are out of town. This 
noon a magnificent street parade will be 
headed by & guard of Company B. and the 
V.-P. band. The line of march follows: 

West on Main to Second street; thence 
south to Ohfo, and east on that street to 
Bixth; south on Sixth to Walnut and east 
to Seventh; thence north to Main and 
east on Main to Tweiftb. 

Paul Dresser arrived from Chicago last 
n'ght and Miss Celeste A. Smith will ar- 
rive at 5:10 this afternoon. Both will ba 
prominent on the program thia evening. 
The seat sale has been very good, al- 
thugh there are some good seats left. It 
is expected that all the seats will be gone 
this afternoon. The program as p is now 
arranged, follows: 

FIRST PART. 
Interlocutor—A. C. Duddleston. 


BONES. TAMBOS. 
Jimmie Carlos Dutche Fischer 
W. Tully R. Dempsey 
W. O'Neill R. Rickelman 
W. Lindley H. Stevenson 


“Aint Dat a Shame” BOSE Jimmie Carlos 
“Perhaps Love's Dream Will Last For- 
ever" Wm. Hogue 


Dutch Fischer 
“My Heart Stil Clings to the Old First 
Love" ..... TERES Geo. Maines 


SECOND PART, v 
"Way Dewn In Indiana”.....Paul Dressc$ 
Joe Brown W. Schommer 


“When Mr. Shakesphera Comes to 
Town Sigs ieee coactserceserens Joe Brown 
“Thine Btill Thine" ............ Dan Davis 


"Cindy" ,...........Brown and Schommer 


OLIO. 
JIMMIE CARLOS. 


Its only me with a little nonsense cut on 
the bias. 


CELESTE A. SMITH. 
Talented coon signer. Now Listen! 


BROWN AND SCHOMMER. 
Buck and wing dancers. Side steps and 
side doors 


IBUNEMILLER. NEIHMEIR & DAVIS. 


Tnifowdetind 


tonIGHT| p | (nic FEAST 


V.-P. Band Will Give a Street Jackson Clubllembers Criticise| Tried to Break Up a Singing 


SEAT SALE HAS BEEN GOOD|STEEG IN T 


tioned. There|was a noticeable lack| BASKET BALL AT Y. M. C. A. 


peclally when Miss Kennedy asked 
bcys to join in 


HAS A BIG RUST | 


Managerijit of Banquet School 


BACKGROUND |FIVE YOUNG BOYS IN ade: 


Valgar Stories B light Forth More En- | Evidence Not Sutficient to Convict Them 
thustasm T|i Referemces te —Maay Spectators Prom 
Democrat |\chievemests the Couatry | 


sales haive | 
bargain pren 


Members of thjJacksog. club are di-| Justice Bennett's court room was a 
vided in their opjon regarding wheth- | busy place yesterday. Four boys, Jason 
er or not the ban§et, Wednesday night, | Sullivan, Edgar Lathrop, Grover Pad- 
at the Terre Hauj house, was the suc- |dock and Eddie Watson, charged | with 
cess it should lve been. Many la-|befouling a well by pouring oll in it, 
ment the fact thiythe vulgar jokes and | were dismissed, as there was not lsum- 
stories toid shoji have been more |clent evidence to convict. James John- 


Inspited ! 
year thaj in 
year with a í 

. Haute his e: 
stores frbm c 


pleasing to manyf those present than json was fined $1 and costs for being 
the eloquent refdncee to the achieve- | drunk, and the case against Jason Sul- will be able 
ments of the Derjoratic party. livan for disturbing a public meeting consideratio: 


Some of the 


mberg stated yester- | was continued until next Tuesday. 
day that they nejr expected to attend | The trouble started over an attempt 
another Jackson}lub banquet, unless |of a gang of boys to break up the ising- » 
they were assur|| that the Speeches ing school of Silas Freeman, at Vigo, 
would be free frdr the worst forme of |in Prairie Creek township. Freeman 
vulgarity. had a singing school there for seven- 
“If the membjs crave suggestive |teen nights, and for fourteen of them he 
wit, it is their qn business, but I d^ |always found something the matter 
not believe rema|s of the nature made | with his rig. The wheels were either 
Wednesday nigh|should be permitted | changed, the whip stolen or the harness 
at a banquet of {political organization | tampered with. One night the ol|-was 
occupying the hfportant position that |taken from a lamp on his buggy and The L 
the Jackson clutfis supposed to have,” | water was substituted. The oill was 
said a member (the club yesterday. thrown into a well. The boys congre- M. F e 
A faction of he Democratic party | gated around the windows of the schoo! 
which fs flghti:] against the renom- |and tried to drown the voices of the ARE BANQUE 
ination of Heng C. Steeg, for mayor, singers by yelling . AJ! of those guilty 


controls the Jason club, and it was | of trying to cause trguble for Freeman GEN. SH! 
only at the las] moment that it was | wero arrested, cxcepting Ollie B BANQUE 
decided he shoyd be given an oppor-|han, who will be brought into bourt LUCU 


tunity to speal 
much of a speec 


The mayor is not |jater. The case caused a great ddal of 
-maker, but his friends |excjtement among the farmers of 
expressed con¢derable feeling yester- Prairie Creek township, and the court 
day because aft|-it was finally decided | was crowded when the first case was 
to call upon Miror Steeg for a few re- | called. ^ 
marks, his nen} was the last one men- 


A trial í 
sellers. 


of applause the mayor took the 


floor, 


J. S. Jordan Slightly Injured in a Game 
i Last Night ; 


Li 

The basket ball teams of the Y. M. C. A 
p:ayed last night at the gymnasium mak- 

"Down and Ub," a blending of farce and | ing some good scores. J. 8. Jardon, the 
vaudeville, was presented by the three | newly elected president of the Jackson 
Hickman Brothers. The plot is slight but} Ciub and Howard Townley cama together 
makes a good vehicle for introducing the | acidentally during one of the games, re- 
acrobatic work of the Hickman's and the | guiting in an injury to Jordon's,left foot. 
singing and dancing of the Kennedy Bist- |1he scores of the teama follow: Attridge, 
ere. Prof Panjaub, the inventor of Aan |5| and White, 16; Tipton, 28 and Noffsin- 
explosive, is so pestered by scientific | ger, 16; Connors, 13 and Webber, 9; O'Brien 
visitors and an admiring old maid, that he |23 and Trueblood, 3. 
g0es to Europe and turns his house over PES 9 c es NE. 
to Dick Panjaub, who assisted by a WILL GET LIFE INSURANCE 
tramp, a natural born fool and a roly- 
poly Irishman, receives all visitors in great 
shape and with many pranks, and the ac- 
Con is divided bato three spoelis, or acts, 
the 
Annle Moore, 


veste Feo mie 


AMUSEMENTS 


Miss Paimateer the Beneficiary of Policy 
Carried By Ellabarger | 


Ellabarger. It will be remembered that 
Ellabarger, who was to have been mar- 


singing 


akin odb ass dia RD —— 


any 
TO- 
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THE PANAMA CANAL. 


. what? 


$40,009,000 FOR WHAT? 
Under the new proposition of the 
Paname Canal company the United 
States is asked to pay $40,000,000 for 

I 


1. For a concession that binds us to 
pay the Colombien government $16,- 
600,000 in rents for the Panama rail- 


> road, and, at the very least, $25,000,000 


in rent for a canal that we are to 
build. 

4. For a concession under which it is 
impossible for an American canal, 
owned and controlled by the United 
States, to be operated. 

8. For & work on which French en- 
gineers spent seven years and $262, 
000,000 and gave it up as impracticable 
after completing only two-fifths of the 
excavation. 

4. For the privilege of trying to 
complete In eight years for $200,000,- 
000 a canal which, when ‘completed, 
would not be under our control. 

5. For antiquated machinery, which 


- would be thrown aside for modern ma- 


chinery similar to that used in con- 

structing the Cbicago drainage canal. 
6. For the right to construct a canal 

on & route rejected by & score of 


- American engineers and condemned as 


impracticable, 


In short, we are asked to pay the 
assigneeg of the old bankrupt Panama 
Canal company $40,000,000 to relieve 
them of a burden that we may take up 
a heavier one ourselves. 

We are asked to pay $40,000,000 for 
the privilege of doing what we have 
decided a dozen times we would not do 
in our own interest; we are asked to 


2 abandon all attempts to construct an 


isthmian canal under our own control 
on a route that suits us, and to confine 
ourselves to a route on which the ex- 
perlence of the ablest French engin- 
eers has demonatrated that no canal of 
permanent usefulness to commence 
can be constructed. 


We are asked to contribute $40,000,- 
000 to the fund that has been used for 
twenty-five years to prevént ‘the con- 
struction of any isthmian canal, to pre- 
vent the extension of American infiu- 
ence, to cripple American enterprise, 
and to thwart American purpose. 


We are asked to give up all that has 
been secured by recent treaties, to sur- 
render the hope of controlling the Pa- 
cific, and to bind ourselves to a project 
concelved in fraud and buried in cor- 
ruption. 

This is the climax of a campaign of 
impudence and deception, but unlesa 
congressmen have lost their sensea the 
proposition will be rejected in a way 
to close the case for all time.—Chicago 


. [nter Ocean. 
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AN LEAGUE 


President Sto as Here Complet, 

ing Ar|ngements :- —— 
MANY DELHATES COMING 
Governor Darbia a Large Number of 


Other Promilnt Republicass | 
Wil Attend ` | 


Daniel E. Storm] president of the Lh. 
ccin League of jiana, was here 
right to confer witi the general cómmittee 
appointed from 4s Thompson club to 
have charge of thi arrangements for the 
Lincoln League £fjte Convention which 
is to be held in Tijre Haute next mont 

It is expected thifoonvention will be t 
banner meeting the history of the 
leegue. Delegates jire to be here from 
practically every fart of the etate. A 
special invitation «king the Marion club 
of Indianapolis to tf present has been sent 
to that organizati| and a committee qf 
that club is now pnsidering the advisa- 
bility of chartering} special train to come 
to Terre Haute. Hialf fare rates have 
been secured on alf railroads. . 

A general meeting !s to be held at the 
Grand Opera, Houf Thursday afternoon, 
February 12  Presjent Storms will thep 
deliver an address | liowed by Sidney Foss 
ter of Des Moines| who is to make the 
principal address ofthe day. One or twp | i 
colored orators livhi.in Indianapolis als} | 
wHl be invited to dake a speech ain | 
the afternoon. Giernor Cummins 
lowa, was asked tojmake an address re 
he was compelled tddecline the Invitation 
as be found it impoliibie to be present. 

A number of prorinent men from In 
diana have already promised to be hers 
among them being: overnor W. T. Dur 
bin, John L. ‘Gtiffips, Indianapolis; J. 
Frank Hanly, Lafayéte; Frank B. Posey, 
collector of pérts at Evanavilis: I4eutenc 
ant Governor Gilbert W. H. Hart, sudk 
ter of state; Union Hunt, secretary of 
state; Fred Landis, Légansport; Fred Mat- 
sen, Indianapolis; Congressman James E. 
Watson, Rushville, ant Frank Shutts, Au- 
rora. Senators Beverkige and Fairbank# 
were invited to be present but they have 
stated that it will be foyossible for them 
to leave Washington at that time. | 

A banquet ifs to be held Wednesday 
night which will be attended by at least 
$0 Republicags. In order to make the 
feast a popular one, it has been decided 
to charge only $1.00 a plate. The Thomp- 
ton club is to pay the additional expense, 
When the league held its Indisnapolsa 
convention last year the banquent was nat 
& Success as a result of the tickets being 
sold for $2.00. 

The convention in this city will close 
after the business meeting Thursday 
morning when officers are to be elected. 
Other routine business will be transacted. 
The Thursday morning meeting is to ba 
keld at tha Grand Opera House. ^ 
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Prouder Than Ever of Old Terre 


PROSPERING IN MUSIC WORLD e 


E SONG WRI ER 
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be poid at a corti 
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63! WABASH AVE. 


Haute 


Pirst Song, «The Letter That Never 
Came" .--Has Had a Varied 


Career | 


- 


Paul Dresser, the famous song writer, 
who is to sing his latest song, “Way 
Down in Indiana,” tonight at the Van- 
dalia-Pennsylvania band's minstrels, 
arrived in Terre Haute last night from 
New York. Great success and an inter- 
national reputation as probably the 
greatest sentimental song writer of his 
time has in no way affected the mod- 
esty of Mr. Dresser, and the fact that 
he is now a partner in one of the larg- 
est song publishing houses in the world 
with offices In the United States and 
England, has not caused him to forget 
to be proud of the fact that he was 
born and raised in Terre Haute, “On the 
Banks of the Wabash.” 

Mr. Dresser weighs 280 pounds, and j 
he is not ashamed of his wetght.. 
After arriving here fist night, he epent 
jmeveral hours seated in the lobby of 
the Terre Haute house, discussing old 
times with A. J. Kelley and John 
(“Fatty”) Mahare, the hack driver, | 
whom he knew as boys. 

Mr. Dresser was born in a red brick 
house, on South Second street, between | 
Poplar and Swan streets. His father. 
was with G. F. Eifisin;:the woolen mill 
buslpess, at First,and: Walnut streets. 
Mr. Dresser lived here until he was 20 
years of age, when'he started out as a 
singer in a wagor, from which Ham- 
lin's “Wizard Oil" and “Lightning Lin- 
Ament" were sold in great quantities. 
The singer with the wagon in this city 
was taken eick here, and Dresser was 
engaged to fill his place. His first sal- 
ary was $6 a week and board. In about 
two years he was receiving his board, 
$14 a week and half the proceeds of the 
sale of the song books: The first week 
that he came in for a share of the song 
book receipts they amounted to $29, 
and at that time Mr. Dresser considered 
that bis fortune had been made. 

Hé drifted into song writing from 
taking old songs and changing the mel- 
ody. Many believed that the tunes 
were original, and he never considered 
{t necessary to change onyone's belief 


00 ki 
$5. in 
j 2 
on that subject. eu 
After spending mare than two years 5 In 


traveling with & patent medicine wag- i 
on, Mr. Dresser filled engagements in 
what were then known as variety the- 
aters. These places of amusement 


were similar to the yaudeville houses 
 lmow have Later he secured an aen. 
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s —Chicago| Fod at the Grand Opera aivusr: 


-< EIBE.AT GREENHBUSE 


the cament of Heinl's Greenhouses-Loss 
i ; 
ve been intro of $500 


rd Fiames broke out in the boller room of 
se bill ls broader | Otto Heint's greenhouse southeast of the 
The Lodge|city on the Prarieton road las: night at 
senatà, legal 12 o'clock, and before they were subdued 
; caused a damage estimated at $300. 
hippie roD. The boiler room was entirely destroyed 
for the contin- and one end of the greenhouse was burn- 
nment by the | aq. A section of one of the hot houses 
ction of the | aiso suffered by the fire and a bed of vio- 
ed States, who is |lets valued at 81% were ruined. 
as long as there! No. 2s and 4's made the run to Heln!'s, 
ce in any part jand attached the fire hose at a point near 
authority of the the Merchant's Dlatiilery. Over sixteen 
ouse Dill, intro- hundred feet of hose was stretched and 
tive Cooper of there was just enough to reach the corner 
of the building where the fire waa burning. 
(the house COD-|;. was but a féw minutes until it was 
irs, does all th&t | urder control, Carpenters were put to 
„but goes further | work early this moring boarding up the 
iI. government for] end of the hot house as a rjse in tempera- 
January 1, 1904, thus | ture would cause a bss of many hundreds 
the authority of the of dollars to plants that would be exposed 
. date. This pro to the cold. No In:urance is carried on 
ACA on tho. A tho damaged stuctuns. 


the islands will be TWO BEEVES WERE: STOLEN 


Hshment of quali- 
a ino matur | Thieves Caused Gret Excitement at the 
consist of five na- Village of Camga Last Night 
be appointed by the| Bola meat thieves at the village of Ca- 
e lower branch to con- | u&& north of thip dty, caused great ex- 
mbers to be elected | citement among the Inhabitants last night. 
3 It seems that twalbeeves were stolen from 
Phe. governor. is a be a slaughter es ind that the only clue 
aident, as aluó the |... number off frot tracks around the 
inet, six in number. | building. A  telejvme message was re- 
in a provision empow-| ceived here lastjiæt night ceking that 
opline commiøsion to] Baker's bloodhoiiœ be ment there from 
of the religious or-| West Terre Hafe Mr. Baker was if}, 
of them om propore however, and thi dogs were not sent. 
cupants. This would cm 
question. Both bills Johnson] eken to Illinois 
entical provisions re-| W. H. Johnso| the swindler who „was 
|| improvements, puch denm by uj Pág E 7 vester- 
a day taken bac armer 5 , where 
mo e e ia a He will be triedfor obtaining money in a 
fraudulent manpr Johnson objected ¢3 
No doubt, after full cing back to [&rmer City and tried tç 
two houses will coma&|argue before tif judga some of the ‘rea- 
vill containing the best {soms why he cod not be delivered to the 
|i. They are interesting | Plino!s authorith. 


| purpose of congress, at | z 
Hoody Pills 


epublican members, to 
Do not gr nor 


pines free local or terri- | 
chee 
pU 
ly one 


ent on American tines 
werk of oaeification ta'|-’ HArF: m 
10 Democrats -bave_ no 
1estion except to oppose f ! 
in  plan.—Indienapolis | #5 Bold. by ar , 


d ef His Saviaga - . 

^'&n employe of the High- 
il who boards at S1] North 
vas robbed of $1&50 which 
| hanging In bis room. The 
om Tuesday night and vom- 
ty surrounda the oase. Gar- 
his door upon retiring and 
s money. When he awohe 
rning the money wan misé ' 


d 


what were then known as variety the- 
aters. These places of amusement 


were similar to the vaudeville houses 
now have. Later he secured an en- 


gagement from Charles Hoyt to star 
in Hoyt's "A Tin Soldier.” He was 
also with Lewis Morrison and daugh- 
ter in a railroad drama, “The Main 
Line,” written by David Belasco. 
The first song written by Mr. Dress- 
er which made a pronounced hit was 
"The Letter That Never Came," pub- 
Hshed in 1886, He did not receive the 
fliancial benefit, however, but his first 
experience was one never forgotten, 
and since that time he has published 
most of the songs he hag written. He 
composes both the words and music. 
"I Believe It for My Mother Told Me 
So," published in 1887, was a great 
success, being sung in all parts of the 
country. "This was followed in 1898 
by "Here Lies an Actor" and “The Con- 
vict and the Bird," which were fairly 
well received. Then came “The Lone 
Grave," in 1889. The song was sug- 
gested by a grave with a wooden tomb- 
stone near a railroad. The railroad 
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Ladies’ Pat, Kid, We 


Worth $4, $3.50 and § 
Pop a Une 
2%, 3, 3%, 4, 6, 634, 7, Y 


street, London. He expects to remain 
in Terre Haute renewing old acquaint- 


CH/ 


company ordered 100,000 copies to be ances until Saturday morning. Cut Price 1 
used for advertising purposes, Shirts 7e, cuf 
In 1889 “I Can't Believe Her Faith- Commercial Club to Move chiefs 13c, pi 
less" was published. “The Pardon) opricial verbal notice has been received | drawers 5c. 8 
Came Too Late,” written in 1890, had | py the Commercial Club that it must va- | ings, bj 


cate its rooms on the third floor of the 
Grand Opera House by the 1st of February 
If possible. The entire third floor is to 
be leased by the Southern Indiana railroad 


& large sale, but nothing to compare 
with the sale of "Don't Tell Her That 
You Love Her," published in 1891. Dur- 
ing 1892 four songs were published, 

ccmpany for its offices which are to be 


Jr dads y «d DE e moved from Bedford 4o this city. Other i 
? tenante on the same floor ere expecting 

Vought for the Cause He Thought Was |, receive notices. 

Right,” published in 1893, had fairly 

large gales. Then came “Just Tell 

Them That You Saw Me,” publishdi 

tm 1895. Over 500,000 copies of this 


Absent From High School 
Pupils\absent from High School yester- 
day follow: 


BOBK were sold. Morning—George Coleman, Louis John- 

“On the Banks of the Wabash, Far|*on. Ira McGlone, Bertha Dukes. Oat 
Away,” written in 1897 a West Baden, | Afternoon-Helen | Brotherton, | Robert ae 
is by far the most popular of Mr.| ' ^«erenam, Urace owe gae 
Deesser's songs. He stopped in Terre eis Re ed lone ditior Grant Thos £ 
Haute to spend a day or two at bis} Ai pay-Frank Pierson, Leia Osie, |B 2 box} 
boyhood home on the way to West} 3ceephine Miller, Frank Naata, Hallio 
Baden. After supper he-started out! Wyeth, Mabelle Allen, Helen King, EXhel 1 box I 
alone one night to walk to the water | Simpson. 3 pck. 
works and view by moonlight a well- ‘Withdrawn—Helen Fuller, Walter Kadel. 
remembered swimming-hole near the À ts‘ 
Big Four bridge. WAMlé standing’ Porter's "Tuff" glass chimneys cost |i - 

OB the banks of the Wabash he; enly ba end 10c. Porter's name on la- 3 pek. 
much impressed by the beautiful s@pne,|Del. For sale by dealers. Buy it andi ^ — ghe: 
ang this impression was the li [end your troubles of broken lamp chim- 
tion for the song -written at Wes neys. 1. 6 Ibs. 1 
: the Banks s Yt 
- Si n with eect eau it? A cold; cough or la grippe can Daim” (pur 
fret zung in New York, but it was “nipped in the bud” with a dose or two 8 Ibs. 
time later before it was taken|°f FOLEY'S HONEY AND TAR. Bej > m 
Fiap in the West. The sale has already | #6 Of substitutes. New Central T 
1 the 780,000 mark, and it ts i Pharmaey, southwest corner Sixth ond 
ftimeink, An order from a Wahash avenue. eae 
f#-B00 copies was received last PI 
Mr. Dresser sald last night | wetea, "i owe the Tee eR» uH 
h&.Roped "On the Haake of the} VOLEY'8 HONEY AND TAR, He had |l [Lg 
Far Away" would he sung} membranous croup, and the first) 
| [gave him relief, We continued: THE 


mite, President W..C. 
ke, New York, Owes 
a E. Pinkham's Vege- 
'cad Her Letter. . 


weral years after my last child 
: chr as I never had experienced 
ries and frequent headaches. 
nd found it money werse than 
| through the use of Lydia E. 
"nd advised me to try it. I did 
i must say I never experienced 
le-ks I was like another woman. I 
once more. 
put Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable 
If 7 ever feel bad or tired a few 
F xANCIS* PODMORE. 
PVE LETTER IS NOT GENUINE. 
ith i rregular, 


suppressed or painful 
p.aseoment or uloeration of the 
al Du: ;raation of the ovaries, bac 


pus indigo ation, and nervous prps- 


xna as diz ea, faintne tude, 
(88. sleeplessness, melancholy, “all: 
feelings. blues and hopelessness, 
je tried and true remedy. Lydia E. 
hd at once removes ‘such troubles, 
ia you need the best, - 
maia 


IMPROVEMENTS 


AT ALLEN CHAPEL 


Hopes of the Comgregation Be- 
come a Reality 


| 
| 
| 
| 
|| PLANS IN & RCHITECT'S HANDS 
| 
| 
| 
| 
l 
l 
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Work Will Begin in the Spring oa Im. 
provements Which Will 
Cost $2,569 


Improvements costing $2,500 are to 
bo made in the spring on Alien M. E. 
ji chapel, the leading church among the 

i colored people if this city. 
| For years the members of the church 
| bave looked forward tb the time when 
they could beautify thefr home, and the 
handsome bequest of $1,000 by the late 
D, W. Minchaill has made such a hope 
5 reality. Plans for the improvements 
are now in the hands of the architecte 
and as soon as the first spring days 
come a force of men will be put to 
work. 

A new tower is to be erected at the 
southeast corner of the church which 
will be about ten feet higher than the 
roof. Instead of having two entrances 
ac is now the case there will be one 

broad entrance at the corner where the 
tower i^ to be constructed. The en- 
Ure front of the church is to have s 
new brick veneer and the other walls 
are to be painted and potated. 

The interior is to be repaint 
papered, and the woodwork is to be 
given a new dress of paint. The old 
window frames are to be taken out and 


is to be made larger and a door cut 
pulpit. All of the improvements con- 


templated will be completed in time for 
tha A. M. EK. conferenee of the, state, 


Mon. wili 


»onference. 


he oldest !n the eity. In 1870 the pres- 


rays had a kind feeling for Terre Haute 


-| Save a Saxaphone selection which was ex- 


mx 


new ones filled with cathedral glass |, 
wil take thelr places. The choir stand 


Jou 22 | i 
Applause aad Encores Greeted 
V.-P. Band Boys 


Given an Ovation-—Aa Excei- 
| Vent Eatertalameat 


The Vandalia-Pennsylvania Band mem- 
ters introduced themselves as minstrel en- 
tertainers at the Grand Opera House last 
right and the packed house that greeted 
them showed its appreciation with fre- 
quent and repeated applause and encores. 

The star of the evening, however, was 
Peul Dresser, the famous vocalist and 
sung-writer of Terre Haute. The curtain 
was raised on a stage of settings only and 
the entertainers made their appearance 
with the opening piece by the orchestra. 

The introduction was appropriate as the 
chorus came on the siage attired In Van- 
dala-Penpsylvania uniforms and carrying 
red and green signal railroad lights. 

Jimmie Carlos and "Dutch" Fisher, the 
ond men, were given their usual ovation 
and opened the night's entertainment wth 
Up-to-date jokes and funny stories of 
Terre Haute and Terre Haute men. Jimmie 
Carlos rendered "Aint Dat a Shame" in 
his own peculiar and pleasing style and 
was followed by "Dutch" Fisher with “I 
Must Been a Dreaming.” Wiliam Hogue 
Beng ‘Perhaps Loves Dream ‘Vill Lasi 
F'orever." Mr. George Mains made a de- 
cided hit in rendering “My Heart gtin 
Clings to the First Love,” in which he wa 
arsisted in the chorus. Interlocutor A. C. 
Duddleston then introduced Mr. Paul 
Dresser, who was greeted with continued 
Bpplauss. Coming before the audience Mr. 
Dresser toid of his birth in Terre Haute 
end spoke of his visit to the old home- 
siead duing his stay in the city. He told 
meveral incidents of the Indianas banquet 
at Chicago last week. He said that he al- 


end there was no place that gave him 
more pleasure to visit. He then contrib- 
U:ed to the program by singing his latest 
success, "Way Down in Indiana," which 
was followed by two responses “Only a 
Volunteer" and unpublished song, “Go 
Back and Start It AU Over Again.” 
Following Mr. Dresser, John Brown and 
Wiliam Schummer took the ends. Mr. 
Brown after contributing his jist of jokes 
sang “When Mr. Shakespeare Comes to 
Town,” in excellent coon style. This song’ 
was followed by an other feature of the 
evening, Mr. Dan Davis singing “Thine | 
S: Thine,” and followed with "My Alle. 
ghaney Home," an encore. Mr. Davis was 
at his best last night and his sweet voice 
apparently has not lost any of its sweet- 
ness to a Terre Haute audience. The first 
[part was elosed with a duet and dance by 
Schummer and Brown. “Cindy” was sung 
in & professional way by these (wo enter- 
triners The olio was made up a etch 
and song by Jimmie Carlos, b and 
wing dancing by Shummer and Shown. 
who are equal to professionale tn this 
ne. Miss Celeste A. Smith made her first 
appearance in coon songs and with the 
exception of a little amateur feelin 
a hit Bho has a catc A 
such selections and (| 
sponce. Winemiller, 


cellent and was a surprise to several, 

The entertainment ended with the Pan+- 
American prize drill by Company B., under 
command of Captain Thomas. 

The entertainment as & whole was excel. 
lent and showed none pf the tiresome 
waits. While it was the first entertain- 
ment given by the V.-P. Band it ts ape 
parent that the members know how to 
D'ease their many friends and the people 
Terre Haute, 


ESTABLISH A READING ROOM 


Christian Science Society’ Will Entighten 
Public Regardiag its Creed 


A reading room under the auspices of 


through from the pastor's study to the the Terre Haute Christian Science Society, 


has been established in the &wope build- 
Ing, and is open dally from 2 to E p. m. 
(except Sundays). ,A cordial invitation to 
visit tMe room is 'extended to the public, 


which will be held at Allen chapel in jend al) who are interested’ in Christian 
August. Bishop Grant and other prom- |Ge.ence literature. It i» specially Inten 

Inent officers of the A. M. KR. connec-|!o be a piace where one cap be 
be present, besides sixty |irforned about 
bresohers who have charges in this | Where the Wterature can be read and ob- 


corre 
Christian Belenose, and 


to!ned. A room joining this One has been 


| furnished for the services of this society. 
The congregation of Allen chapel was 
iret t izei in 1830, apd is one of Aretoa Wim MS erei Bungas aea 


m. and Wednesdhy at 7: p. U&. The 


fatal meme AB Resend hien en n) am. 


PAUL DRESSER'S APPEARANCE MEET ma MONDAY ` mair 


Fameus Seng Writer ol Terre Haste 
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' Vals 
Phe Commercie! club will probably 
hold its last meeting in its present 
quarters next Monday night. On the 
same night a committee composed of 
George E. Farrington, Frank Teel, 
George C. Buntin, B. C. Beach .and 
Emil Froeb wili meet at the club 
rooms to choose five directors for the 
club to succeed A. Z. Foster, Frank 
McKeen, H. Hulman, A. Hers and A. 
M. Higgins, whose terms for the year 
bave expired. De. W. R. Mattox jis 
the latest addition to the club. 


Has Alded Many Families | 

The Society of Organized Charity will 
gagn issue its annual report, which will 
be distributed to the public. The re- 
port wil] show, among other things, 
that the society has assisted during the 
year 269 families, representing 669 in- 
dividuais; that the Home for the 
Friendlegs has furnished 824 meals and 
296 Jodgings to the worthy poor. The 
dety furnished .and found work fpr 

42 people and asaisted 64 people to 
return to the place they came from, as 
they had no visible means of support, 
and would have been a charge on the 
community. ‘y 

Meeting. ‘Postponed 

Presidant L. Bra Smith was unable to 
get all of the directors of the Baseball 
Association togetber yesterday, and no 
meeting was held. The meeting was 
scheduled for 4 ojqlock, b 
poned until next Monday at 4 o'clock, 
at the same place. A number of very 
important questions will be discussed. 

Will Dedicate New Half 

Amico Lodge, No. 701, I. O. O.. F., 
wiil dedicate its new hall in the Swope 
block Monday night. The lodge rooms 
with their new furnishings are pro 
nounced to be the finest in the state. 
The dedication ceremonies will be very 
impressive and beautiful. 


New Law Firm 

Attorney E. E. Brunker, who bas 
been with Attorney A. A. Beecher at 
511% Ohio street, has moved his office 
to 609% Main street, and will have 
ofice rooma with Attorney C. Q, Ohase. 

————- 

X Roberts Sells Saloon 

Henry Roberts has sold his saloon at 
‘Thirteenth and College streets. " 
Minor Meatioa 
i The storm boards around the first floor 
the new Swope bullding on Seventh 
anc Oblo were removed yesterday and the 
-frant framen were immediately, placed in 

F. 1. Kidder has decided to ‘vebulld on 
the alte of the oM grain elevator at Paria, - 
uL, trayed by fire last October. Plans 
for pew building are now jn readiness. 

Ledge No, 8& Ketghts of Pythias, will 
moet next Wednesday night to elect offi? 
‘cers. Jt i» probable that a rehearsal for 
the E, of P. minzpreis will be held that 
fight (| 27 0084 

John Falvey, driver of seria} truck No. 
B, at the headquarters of the fire depart- 
ment, received the congratulations of his 
frienda yesterday of having arrived at the 
age of % years. 

(The Gouthern Star Dancing Club gave 
ite second dange at Kriescher’s hall last 
evening. The officers are: President, Will- 
fom Bacen; secretary and treasurer, Will- 
lam Miles; floor capamlttee, Messrs. Frank 
Swalls, Lions) Phpiio, Ernest Penna). 

Ne. s engine company was called to 
the dump at First and. magie streets at 
the rear of the notorious “Red Onlon" sa- 
loon, early yesterday morning, to put ou: 
a biase te a pile of refuse that had been 

om fre by pume Malicious person. 

. Amoa W: Butler, mecretary of the 
beard of state charities, has been secure? 
br Phi W. W. Parsons ef the Sate 
Norgnál, te detiver a lecture in the ethos? 


en pext Tuesday morning, He 
Wik ‘sheet an “Reformation Tiaa in Ta- 
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" LET TER HOME | 
DRESSED A ASAM 


Wore a Hickory Sh Shirt and Pt 
Shoes. 


ESCAPADE OF ATTICA GIRLS 


West to Danville, lil, to Find Wark 
as a Laborer—Deceived | 
Herset 


DANVILLE, ‘Ill, Jan. 10.—Jeesie 
Hughes, the sixteen-lear-oid daughter 
of Swedish parents, residing near At- 
tica, `Ind., got up at 1 o'clock yesterday 
morning, and in the dark cut off her 
long flaxen hair, dressed herself in a 
pair of overails, a hickory shirt, gray 
coat, knit waistcoat, a pair of plowshoes 
and a slouch hat and started out to se- 
cure work as a farm hánd. 

She carried a Lunch of clothing wrap- 

ped up in @ newspaper and had seven 
doliars {n money when she bought a 
ticket at Attica and boarded a train for 
Danville, intending to go out into the 
country from here. The coarse, ilI-fit- 
ting clothes of her father did not de- 
celve the conductor, who charged her 
with being a girl. She denled it, but 
he insisted that she was, and when the 
train reached this city a deputy United 
States marshal met her and tock hor 
to the police station. 
» At the station she admitted that she 
was a girl, and told this story: “I want- 
ed to get a place to-work. I kn«#v thet 
boys get more wages than girls, so I 
thought I would start out as a boy and 
find work on a farm. Besides, I have 
worked so much out of doors at home 
that I thought I ought to be able to do 
that better than housework. The neigh- 
bors say that I am as good a hand as 
my father. I look so much more mas. 
culine, anyway.” 

While her hands were scratched and 
showed the marks of toil, her pink and 
white complexion, dimpled cheekks anil 
big blue eyes, were anything but mascy- 
line She had made a.very poor job 
of the hair cut, and her disguise would 
not have deceived anyone who looked 
at her a second time. 

“It was a pity to!cut off my hair," 
She said. “It was Jong. It camp 
way below. my waist,’ 

When she was asked what her par 
ents would think about running 
off, she replied that she 
letter telling them that she 
away to get work, but she 
told them about putting’ on her fa- 
ther's clothes. BN 

“I don't want them ever to find that 
out,” she s&id. "I've got money enough! 
to buy me some other clothes, and if I 
could get work in a house now I would 
rather be a woman than a man. } was 
afraid that if I didn’t know much 
about housework, the people would 
scold me or make fun of me, but I wil] 
do the very best I can ff I can get 
work. My folks said it would be bet. 
ter if I could get work somewhere, s0 
that I could learn more than I could 
just living there with them. 

‘We have such a little farm, only 
forty acres, and some of it is woods, 
I've made fences, harvested hay, hugk- 
ed corn and worked in the woods with 
my father." 4 

She said that she was not üfesd 


to work hard, but that she had to be- 


cause her mother wag an invalid. She 
had to take care of the house after 
& fashion and help her father also. 
Her father is 50 years old. He brought 
his family from Sweden several years 
ago. The girl sald that shë had at- 
tended school rome, and she used re- 
markably good langhage for one in her 
position. She made a good impres- 
sion om the officere. The woman in 
charge of the Children’s home here 
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RICHEST MAN IN GERMANY 


"Herr Krupp, the Gaomaker, Stands Alone 


BERLIN, Jan. 10.—The richest man in 
Germany is Herr Krupp. 
\ According to the income tax returns, he 
h&* an income 
twénty-one million marks a year. 
apprhaches him In wealth. He stands in 
a class alone, and there are over a dogen 
classes between Herr Krupp and the next 
richest màn in Germany. The identity of 
the second wealthiest man in the empire 
who has a yearly income of between five 
cnd six milion: marks, is not quite clear, 
&lthough he is supposed to be the coal 
master, Herr Von. Thlele-Winckler, 
icome tax returns shows sixty-five in- 
comes of more than one million marks per 


three miilion and two are under four mil- 
lon and three 
|| marks a year, 
that 2,774 persons have a yearly income of 
unwards of 100,000 marks. 


OMAHA, Neb, Jan. 10.—It was given 
out today by Father A. M. Cóleren!; chan- 
ceiior of Bishop Bcannella diocese, 
tho ban of excommunication has been 
lifted from Father Jeremiah Crowley. The 
cLanceélior mald: 
knowledge the ban against Father Crow- 


Christmas morning he celebrated masa in 
the chapel of the Convent of the Poor ! 


PIXLE 


f Semi-Annual Cl 


That much-inquired-after andwatche 
Haute and suburbs turn out twice eac 
July have become the banner months 
sales have become known far and + 
bargain event of the year, 


Is Now Ge 


Inspired by a greater increase in « 
year than in any previous year we ha: 
year with a Clearance Sale that is pos! 
Haute has ever known. Our unparallel 
stores from our own factory has kept o 
selection ig nearly às good now as at ! 
will be able to suit you in size and sty 
consideration. Positively the greates 
known. Clearance Sale of Overcoats, 
Shirts, Hats and Caps. 


PIXLEY 


510—514 Wat 


quse 


GRAINS. w PROVISIONS wi 
Room 4—MoKeen Blook. Priva 
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bla roos ard IEEE eder res 
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OMS are t cored + pean et 
ENE the only nowa rem ody to to cure Without : 
ven and money returned if 6 boxes does not e£ 


Vor Sale by W. B. Waggoner, Drug gist. 


In o 
a di 
mon 
dire: 
you 


— 


in Wealth 


of between twenty and 
No one 


The 


Ten of these incomes are under| 


ere under five million 
The return; show further 


Ban Against Priest Removed 


lthat 


"To the best of my 


wah removed Christmas eve. On 


Y | * The drive itself’ is a big proposi- 
tion, but one which 1s within the 


capabilities of Terre Haute if the 


proper effort is put forth. The be- 
TERRE HAUTES NEED ginning and sthe end of the Paul 
Dresser drive is tne proposed site for 
the Paul Dresser memorial, just across 
d the river on Wabasn avenue. ` 

From Wahash avenue, the drive 
‘starts south, skirting the cast edge of | 
lthe river as far as Memorial park. 
From the park it swings to the south- 
east, entering the Prairleton road at 
` Turner street.. Following Prairieton 
road for a distance of about one mile, 
One of the biz proposi T it then swings back to the river, skirt- | 
ew T Fontem iners tes Walmart ine the water's eago for another mila. 
association is interested, and ene[ Aires beth stignefr vi ad e A 
whith when completed will aco the milezauth of Wabash jd seal 
'"nsummation of the desires of the | drivéfurns sharp to E Wr 

west side merchants so far as the Wa- | folowg'Honoy creik Rm a th 
vash river is concerned, is the pro- | creek; itis proposed, will be one or RT 
yosed Paul Dresser drive. * s beauty spots outha Brive. The punc 
The Paul Dresser drive is a dream [as iplannes wit fork goers M e. 
; Er. | Honey creek on both sides for a dis-. 
ft the city pkuming comission, but | y i n. i At the east 
t ts a dream which is fast material-, tance eteqsnut eye milos: t ein 
tinge and one which when realized’ E or the Terre Hawte Country urve 

vill place Terre Tinute in tho front! the drive makes another sharp ¢ 

nuk among the modern cities of the fto the north. At this point it !s slight- 
nited States, !|ly east of Twenty-fifth street. From 
The fact that the "Omn-the-Banka- | here it continues in a general northerly 
fthe- Wabash" association is lend- | direction, passing to tho east side of; 
a E assigtance xo he furthering of |the proposed park on the Moyer road, | 
Us plan of the city’s, will be a big jand gradually working up into the east 


“lp, because it is in the neighbor- | bluffs. The crest of the bluffs is 
“od sought to be improved by this reached in Deming park, 


Banks-of-Wabash Association to As- 
sist In Making This Dream 
a Reality, 


H. A. Collins. 


through 
‘Ranization that the hardest work | which the drive passes. From Deming 
n the Paul Dresser drive must be park a fork of the drive goes northeast, 
ecamplished, the construction of entering the National road opposite the 
nat part of the drive, which for a | site of the new Rose Polytechnic home. 
we 6f approximately ten miles 


The main fork of the drive from Pem- 
ing park gocs north to Forest park, 
where a spur in the drive will carry 
the tourist to what is probably the 
highest point in this part of the state, 
the crest ot the bluffs in the northeast 
portion of Forest park. "The main 
drive skirts the western edge of For- 
est park and turns to the west Here 
again the drive planned forks. the| 
northern fork crossing Otter creck and 
turning west nlong the creck, and the 


rts the edge of the Wabash river 
‘ong the western edge of tne city. 
The Iden cf the Paul Dresser drive 
as given birth about two years ngo, 
hon George B. Kessler, city planning 
pert, was asked to assist in the 
anning of Terre Haute's park Bys- 
me Mr, Kessler, it might be well te 
^etlon, is the architect who Inid out 
te park aystem of Kansas Chy, Mo, 
rd titer assisted with the parks and 
vtevarās of Indianapolis. 


————— ——— 
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swings lO tbe north 
south side of Otter creek 
passing through North ‘Ferre 
Haute, and follows the creek west; ] 

It is uiung the banks of Otter creek! 
thet tne second big park is planned, 
the forks of the drive skirting the 
fortnern and southern edges of Otter 
creek clear to the Wabash river, a 
long, narrow park along-the creek run- 
fing tne entire distance. The drive 
alone the creek at this point will be| 
aprroximately six miles long. 2t 

The forks join again at the junctton’ 
of Otter creck nnd the Wabash river.: 
This point is directly across the rive: 
from Tecumseh, at which point it is 
roped that some time in the future a 
brid:e will span the Wabash, 

After joining at this point, the drive 
as planned turns to the south, and 
forks again, the western fork skirtin; 
the edge of the river to the startin’ 
point at Wabash avenue, ard tbe east 
fork tullowing the line of the old Wa- 
bash and Erie eanal bed. Betweer 
Tecumseh and Wabash avenue the east 
4nd west forks join once, at Fort Haur- 
rison, the presem site of the Fort Har- 
rison Country chit. From this point 
the old Wabash and Erie canal site 
swings off to the southeast, but neat 
Wabash avenue aguin turns to the 
west and strikes the river at that 
point. aoe 

Present paR ext ane pontinudus! 
park along the water's edgelfrom Te- , 
etmseh to Wabash avenue. 

Having traversed the drive once. à 
distance of approximately 40 miles, let 
us go over it again, noting as we go the 
various points of interest which will be 
available to tourists visiting Terre 
Haute, and also to thousands of peopi> 
in Terre Haute itself, who have per- 
hans seen not one-half of thuse listed, 

Starting aguin at the Paul Dresser 
monument, to be located just the other 
ride of the river on Wabash avenue, we 


: 1 
along tho 
after 


| 
' 
| 
| 


cross the Wabasb and turn to the 
south. First we pass through Memo-| 


rial park, and, then ,conji na p. ye. 
Cuine to the proposed patk Mz tne! 
bunks of Honey creek. Present pians 
have this park traversing a distance of 
five miles along the creek, varying in 
width from 1,500 to 2,000 feet, 

Next wo pass Allendale on Qut 
right, and then visit the Terre Haute 
Country club for a round of golf. 
‘Turning to the north here we follow 
ithe focthills, passing the proposed new 
|pyork on the Boyer read, and farther on 
emerinz Deming park, which the neart 
ifuture will find one of the mast beau-* 
tutul in tbe city. We can then run 
over to the hose Polytechnic, and the 
‘\ sit, Forrest park farther north. Pass 
ing the falls at Markle's mill we pass 
j through Worth Terre Haute, and enter 
tie «otter Creek park, whick extends 
Imong the banks of the creek for u dis- 
itince of over six miles, with wldthi 
‘cursing trom 1.000 to 1.500 feet. We 
then start a six mile drive along the 
'ekanhs of the Wabash,” where the 
‘gerk between the drive and the: water's 
|edse varies all the way from a few) 
yards to several hundred feet. This 
drive !s broken once when we stop at 
the Fort Marrison Country club, and 
then visit the site of Fort Harrison, 
whera William Henry Harrison fought 
the memorable battle with Tecumseh, 
from whom the little town oa the ether! 
Leide cf the river derives fts name, Our 
Journey from here is unbroken until 
we reach the ena which is again nt, 
the site of the Paul Dresser monu- 
ment. 


At this point it might be well for us 
ta see how far the city has progressed 
in the realization of this plan, and 
what is being done at the present time. 
The site on which the Paw Dresser 
Monument is to be located. already be- 
longs to the city, "Thi. portion of the 
Grive planned from Wabarh avenue 
south along the river is taken cure, of 
almost ta the point where the pod 
Starts fo follow Honey Creek east, | 
Sone of this territory airendy belongs . 
ta th. cs Some of the «rive. wi be | 


taken fare of hy the Prairieton roo. 
anc the southern portion follows a 
river road which it will not be herc 
to improve, Practically nothing has 
been done on the five miles skirtin» 
Honey Creek, but n great deal of to. 


tle is not anticipated here. On 1^ 
east side most of the drive pas 
through territory belonging to b» 


Deming Land company, and to Stee'- 
ton, and both of these organizaticns 
nre looking after the drive in ther 
neighborhood. In the northern part, 
where Steetton is already platting, t^ 
drive is being taken core of dn tia 
Planning ef the plat. dt would tiw? 
seem that practically tie whole of ti. 
least side js pretty well assured. © 
| the north side, Josepii Mulligan has n: 
|ready donated to the city space for 
the drive which goes through a new 
subdivision he is planning in Normi 
Torre Haute, and the road through tha- 
town is, of course, taken care rhe 
From this point. where the drive fol- 
lows Otter Creek, nothing has heen 
done. Nor has any action Leen take: 
on the six miles along the Wabash 
from the norijiergroost, P6iot to We 
Vash avenue, This, nhpweter is ui 
expected to folow in rapid crder as 
soon ns the vast drive becomes an as- 
sured fact, Tt. would seem then that: 
at least half of the drive planned is. 
being looked after and has more than 
a fair chance of becoming realized, 
not nt some far future date, but within! 
n reasonably short time. "This being! 
jtrue, It is only necessary for everv-| 
fone to get behind the proposition and 
'meke the whole thing an assured fact. 
This cannot he done in a year. it ean- * 
not be dore [n two years, but if every- ! 
hody concerned, and tnls means all 
residents of ‘Terre Iaute and the sur- 
rounding country as well, will get be- 
hind the proposition, the Dresser drive 
can be made an assured fact within ^ 
very short time. The first thing is to 
get possession of the land which 
the drive is to traverse. This means 5 
strin in the outlying neighborhoods at 
least 100 fect wide, Most of this whicl: 
ig not already owned must be donate.i, 
But when the owners of this land are 
squarely presented with the propoal- 
tion from a business standpoint, when 
thoy are made to realize that they can 
charge the price of this land donated 
to advertisement and realize on that 
advertisement a profit in. enhanced 
values of ac ning lands which Will be | 
far in excess’ of HY profit they coul? | 
realize from nny other investment, it ts 
Giffleult to see just why this part of th: 
plan should not be accomplished within 
f Very short time. 


Commünity Affairs Fila 


/ The construction of the drive is, o 
course, a different proposition. It couk 


not be expected that Terre Haute cou! 
put into operation the thousands c. 


acres to be made Into parks, which th. 
plan includes, in tne course of a ye: 
cr two. It is possible also that som 


of the forked drives now planned can- 
not be accomplished right at the be- 


ginning. But the big proposition is t 
get the drive in such shupe that citi- 


zens of Terre Haute and vicinity anc 
fBufTsts Can drive 40 miléN around’ the 


! outskirts of the city, and have a chance 


to see the places of natural beauty, tb- 


parks, the streams and other places « 
recreation which Terre Haute alread 
possesses. 


‘will probably be graded, improved an 


ready for traversing beforo it im eve. 
‘turned over to the city, the idea at onc: 


takes^ shape in the form of a plo! 
which is well under way and bus ever 


chance of being realized in ghe ne^! 


future. 


The eonsummation of this plan wil 


at once place Terre Haute in the fro. 
rank among modern cities. The re 


sults of its accomplishinents will t» 


far-reaching not only from a stan 
point of recreation and enjoyment, be: 
also from a business and industri: 
| standpoint. 

£ Terre Haute has no need to p 
‘forth such as 
shegessary 


immense efforts 


iness growth. 


of traction lines and trunk railroads, | 
our location! in the middle of the 
greatest coal fields of the central west, 
jour central location. as, regards tht 
\larger cities of this part of the coun- 
'try, the fact that we are located on 
the National road, and last but not 
least the fact that the Wabash river 
is our home, all these facts make it} 
unnecessary for us to manufacture 
advantages which will make business 
come to Terre Haute. What we must 
do i8 to permit business to come to. 
Terre Haute by improving the natural 
advantages which we have, anid mak- 
ing Terre Haute à real place in which 
to live. ' 
All.over the central west Terre | 
Haute is known ns a good place to 
make money. What we must do now | 
is to make it just as well known as. 
a good place to live und enjoy one’s | 
self. Tt is said that "All work and no ; 
play makes Jack a dull boy," and it, 
seems a8 if this statement were pe- | 
culiarly true of Terre Haute. Let us | 
start to enjoy ourselves for awhile, 
and make other people enjoy Terre 
Haute. a 2 


And when it is considerei 
that approximately half of this 40 miles 


are 
in other citles of this Size 


3 zel 
care arm ane be rs bos- 


Our immense natural | 
|&dvantages. the fact that we are very. 
lexcellently blessed with a net work/ 


It.is not, however, to be considered 
that the realization of the Paul Dres- 
ser drive will mean that Terre Haute 
bas improved its recreation, or has 
succeeded only in its plans.to make 
Terre Haute the city beautiful, The 
reaction on industry and business will 
be far-reaching and advan ageous. 
The mere fact that business can come 
to Terre Haute and enjoy itself will, 
together with the natural ‘industrial 
advantages which we now enjoy, 
make the argument for bringing bus- 
iness to Terre Haute ifrefutable. The 
increase. In value to tha lands nd- 
joining the drive will be inestimable, 
as well as to all the land within .the 
territory encompassed by ‘the drive. 


Tourists, who at the present time 
tome to Terre Haute, or rather 
through Terre Haute, just because 


they have to, will be induced to come 
here for its own sake, and will stop 
to rest and play when they do come. 
Tourists should know that Terre 
Haute is the home of Paul Dresser. 
They should know that Terre iaute | 
and the Wabash river are the same | 
_thing. They should'know that one vf | 
ithe best engineering colleges and one | 
lof the best State Normals iu the coun- | 
‘try are located ins Terre, Haute. They | 
| should know that the si* >of Fort HAC 
[rison Is in Terre Ha .! ‘Soy should 
| know that Forest parh ivasis Just as 
beautiful scenery as there is anywhere. 
They should ‘know that the Shades of 
Death and Turkey Run and St. Mary- 
of-the-Woods are within easy driving 
distance of Terre Haute. From a 
business and financial standpoint alone 
|1& it actualy criminal on the part of 
Terre Haute to keep this information 
from thousands of people who pass 
‘rough here each year traversing 
itüousands of miles to find: what we 
j have lying ail around us. ^ 
| This is what the realization of the 
{Paul Dresser Drive means to us. It 
i means increased pleasure and ‘in- 
| creased livelihood, and each commun- 
'fty must have these two things. The 
greater the measure of euch, -the 
greater the community. And it means 
100,000 people for Terre Haute imme- | 
i diately it is accomplished. 
This was, realized by the “On-the- 
| Banks-of-the-Wabash” association! 
when they got behind the movement; 
it was reallzed by the City Planning 
commission when they pianned it; it is 
realized by the Park Board, by the 
Chamber of Commerce, and by numer- | 
ous other ‘civic organizations of the | 
icity. Bur this realizytiot must be 
l packed by bard work, earnest effort | 
fond perfect cu -operation by all before 
lit can be accomplished. When it is 
Į accomplished, and it will be, Terre 
! Haute steps inta the first rank as “The 
City Perfect" in business, pleasure ano 
beauty. 


` Miss Mary South, formerly of 
Terre Haute, to whom Paul Dresser 
dedicated his famous “On the Banks 
of the Wabash” is now in Indiana-| 


|| polis living at the Hotel Lincoln! 


! where she is working in politics. She | 
| tells many interesting stories of Mr. ' 
Dresser as they kept in touch with, 
one another until the time of his; 

death. 


"And the odd part of it all" she 
gee. jin discussing the song and its 
compe Nr, “was that Mr. Dresser had 
ver seen me when he dedicated the 
song. I was just a youngster at that 
time. He was a warm friend of my 


father's, however. I have a clipping 
from an old Terre Haute paper con- 
cerning the dedication of the song. 
The interview was held while Mr. 
Dresser was visiting in his home 
town, April 18, 1898." 

It may be: that many folk have 
forgotten the second verse of tha 
song in which Mr. Dresser alludes to 
Mary. It runs: “Many years have 
passed since 1 strolled by the river, 
arm in arm with my sweetheart, 
| Mary by my side.” 

The interview, part of which is 
given here, relates an interesting 
Story concerning the Mary of the 
sone. 

"It came about this way,” said Mr. 
Dresser in the Interview. "My friend, 
Dr. Moorhead here, was visiting me 


completed my song and had it ready 
for the printer. I read it over to Dr. 
Moorhead and said to him, ‘Now, who 
in thunder is this unknown Mary to be 
to whom I have made illusion? We 
both laughed and puffed away at our 
Havanas in silence a tew moments. 
Then Dr. Moorhead said, ‘I have it. 
I know a young gir! who ia pretty 
and sings delightfully. Her name is 
Mary. ‘Why not dedicate the plece to 

er? ‘Yl do it,’ said I. “Who is she? 
| *'Her name, he said, is Mary 
Eom s : : : 


claimed.’ 


MISS MARY SOUTH. 


South. She lives in Terre Haute, and 
her father, Colonel E, E, South, is 


road there. 
“Why, the deuce you 


say!’ 


in New York at the time I had just| general agent of the Big Four rall- 


I ex- 
'I know Colonel South very 


well, although I have never met his 


daughter and nothing could give me 


more pleasure than to dedicate the 


piece to her.’ 


"And so it came to pass that I dedi- 


cated the song to a girl I had never 
seen.” 


Miss South met Mr. Dresser on tlhe 


LT 


day of that Interview, and they were 
warm friends afterward. 


LU VLLL cT ume oral ara itn iat adus 


^ us 
rae Paul Dresser Arrives. ^ 24 

"Paul Dresser, who is with the 
Hoyts “A Tin Soldier’ company. was 
on the streets today, (November 27) 
f4ooking as big as the side of a barn. 
He weighs 300 pounds. When he 
‘left here ten years age he only 
weighed 200. He ls as jolly a Faul 
aa ever, and he received many a 
warm handclasp from friends who 
are rejoiced to know that is getting 
along so well 

“This is his first season with the 
Hoyt play. His contract was only 
for & year but so great has been 
bis success that the mana -ement 
has secured him for another season. 
Paul says he was born on Second 
į Street just south of Poplar in a little 
brick house. He left here with a 
medicine company. the Lightning 
Linament company, and was with 
‘them for three years. Later he was 
on the variety stage Among his 
songs are ‘The Letter That Never 
Came, ‘The Convict and the Bird,’ 
‘I Believe It for My Mother Told Me 
;So, ‘Here Lies an Actor and ‘The 
|Cradle Belongs to Baby; or Days 
¿Gone By." 


= an S h 
Terre Haute Does Homáze ^ 
To Paul Dresser's Memory 


\ 


Public Schools and Theaters Have Programs in Ob. 
servance of Birth of Bard 
Born in City, 


Observance of the anniversary of the 
birth of Paul Dresser, beloved of Terre 
Hauteans, for his “On the Bank of the 


Wabash.” as requested in a proclama- Pecretary, 


Association Is Pleased. 


In the absence of Mayor “Ora Davis 


from the city Prof. Herbett Briggs. 


presided at the luncheon 


tion of Mayor Ora C. Davis asking that meeting of the Paul Dresser Memoria! 
the dey be suitably marked in public association at the Elks club at noon 


gatherings and in public schools, was 
general throughout the city yesterday, 
many of the programs being given by 
clubs and schools. 


The day, proclaimed as Dresser day Mu ad day 


in honor of the poet and composer 
who was born in Terre Haute April! 
23, 1857, in recognition of his contri- 


yesterday. Members spoke apprecia- 
tion of the general response of schools 
civic and service organizations and 


in the first observance of 


ht Pee nl 
she secretary was directed to ex- 
press to the Fort Harrison chapter of | 


bution to the world in his song, was the Daughters of the American Revo- ` 


fittingly observed by exercises in 
chapel at the Indiana State Normal 
and at the Normal high school An In- 


spiring account of tne Ife of x 


Dresser and of the plans of the city to 
erect suitable memorials to him was 
given by President L. N. Hines at Nor- 
mat, after which “On the Banks o! the 
Wabash” was sung Ey Miss Neva Ran- 
kin, accompanted by Miss Dorothy 
Armstrong. 

In Normal hign:echool Miss Mary 
McBeth, head of the English depart- 
ment, talked about Dresser's life and 


influence upon citizens of the state. 
Miss Elizabeth Miller, a graduate of 
the schoo] in the ¢lass of 1917, who is 
now in chautauqua programs, played 
several violin solos. In both exercises 
enthusiastic responses from the stu- | 
dent bodies was manifested, 
Observance of the occasion was also 
made at .St. Mary-of-the-Woods and| 
at the junior high schools and grade | 
schools of the city. At all exercises | 
singing of “On the Banks of the Wa- 
bash" was prominent. Theater or- 
chestras played the immortal ballad. | 
especially noteworthy being the pro- 
gram given by the Indiana concert) 
orchestra under the direction of R. 
Bond Townsley. Miss Susannah Rich- 
ardson sang Dresser’s song at two 


performances at the Liberty theater. 


lution to appreciation of the success of 
the representatives of the chapter in 
obtaining the indorsement of the In- 
diana society of the plan to establish 
the Dresser Memoria! park in Terre 
Haute. The association also votec 
honorary membership to Mrs. Joseph 
Weinstein, who presented the resolu- 
tion at the meeting of the daughters in 
Lafayette, and invited the co-operatior 
of the daughters in the movement to 
erect the permanent Dresser me- 
morial, Š 


THEATER MUSICIANS HAVE PART 

Terre Haute thester musicians yes- 
terday paid tribute to the memory of 
Paul Dresser through the rendition of 
his ever-appealing Hoosier master- 
piece and otlicial song, "On tho Banks 
of the Wabash." 

The Indiana orchestra, under the di. 
rection of Raymond Bond Townsle; 
played the number twice in the eve- 
ning. A slide was thrown on the 
screen bearing the words of the chorus 
At the Liberty Miss Suzanna Richard- 
son, a singer of this city, sang it ss £ 
solo in the afternoon and evening, 

The Hippodrome orchestra, unde. 


|the direction of Johnny Jackson. 


played it before yesterday's perform- 
ances. Mr. Jackson, violinist, accom 
panied by Joe King, pianist, interpretec 
a portion of the composition as a sole 
The American orchestrü, conducted bv 


; Raymond E. Barnaby, also musically 


observed the snnz. 1 origi 
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By Max Ehrmann. 
Many years ago a boy was born 

n Walnut street down near the 
eiver—a boy who had a strange 
[carecr. He was not a little tin god; 
[but he was not a bad boy, he was 
!enly fun-loving and adventuresome. 
! His parents were poon and {there 
‘mere many sisters and brothers, so 
Mat he was compelled early to go to 
l-ork. He worked in a bakery on 
"North Fourth street, near the Penn- 
sylvania railroad; he sold newspapers 
in the postoffice, and he had several 
other jobs here in town. He then! 
became a minstrel man in a cheap 
road company, and later in a better 
company. As time went on he be-| 
.came an actor in comedy, and he! 
: wrote several popular plays. Also hej| 
‘was always writing songs. And,! 
| once in an hour of inspiration, he! 
i Wrote a song about his home city, 
Terre Haute, a song that has been 
| sung in every state in the union, and 
has crossed the sea into foreign 
Wiss: & song that has touched toll 
tender emotion the hearts of millions 
of persons. 

Now the United States is about to 
help us to commemorate this famous 
song writer, our own Paul Dresser. | 
He was a big-hearted, pleasure-loving 
tuneful soul He never knowingly 
did any one any wrong. He lightened 
the burdens of millions by his melo- 
dies. 

Under the guidance of the Hon. 
William Fortune, of Indianapolis, and 
by . the help of many distinguished 
men the country over, funds are be- 
ing gathered from far and near. Let 
us here at home do our part! Let us 
not fail! “On the Banks of the Waal 
bash” is calling us! It is the song 
of our city, of our state; it is the be- | 
loved song of a nation. 1t celebrates 
us where even the namé of our city 
| Tn unknown. 


PAUL DRESSER. | | 


{By Thomas A. Hendricks] 
OOSIER at heart, though 
he ruled as a monarch 
over all gay Broadway, a 
native son of Terre Haute to 
the day of his death, though 
for long years he held the spot- 
light in the largest city of 
America, was Paul Dresser, 
author of “On the Banks of the 
Wabash, Far Away,” the Indi- 
ana state song. These facts be- 
came. known today and estab- 
lished themselves as absolute 
and irrevocable as the result 
of the publication for the first 
time of selected passages from 
a number of letters, written by 
Mr. Dresser to Miss Mary E. 
hee sof ‘this city, to whom 
le ‘Hoosier song writer in- 
bed. his famous Wabash 
T gong in 1898. 
r' sixteen years, since his death’ 


This state interest has 
grown and today New York, Chi- 
cago and almost every city that 
lies in reach of the Wabash river 
are claiming the honor of building 
a shrine to Paul Dresser. 

Each city and village puts forth 
its claims and now come the letters, 
written by Paul Dresser to Miss 
South, formerly of Terre Haute and 
now, with her mother, a resident of 
Indianapolis, living at 86 The Rink 
&spartment. Though Miss South saw 
Mr. Dresser only on those occasions 
when he paid brief visits to his old 
home town, Terre Haute, the corre- 
spondence between them continued 
from the time he published “The Wa- 
bash River song," until] the time of 
his death, eight years later. These 
letters, some of them written almost 
:wenty-fife years ago, have been, 
cai sfully anwed. _ 4 


"After 
the song came out in New York many 
persons asked me ‘Who's this Mary? 
Is she your 'mother, your sweetheart, 
or some tender memory? And when 
I tell them she's a girl I've never 
seen, they shake their heads and some 
of my particular friends have even 
kone so far as to question my 
veracity in no measured terms," Mr. 
Dresser is reported as having said 
at one time before he met Miss South. 


Miss South told the unusual and in- 
teresting story of how the song hap- 
pened to be dedicated to her soveral 
Sttornoans ago. i 

"I was a very young giri at th 
time, still in school," she Sala. “We 
lived across the street jn Terre Haute 
vom Dr. Thomas oorhead. My 
i ther, Colonel E. 6.,8outh, who for 
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Moorhead, while in N 

called at Mr. D s office; 

.uck in 1898. The offic as crowds 

.ed with professional persons wait- 
ing to see Mri Di The -off 

boy took ie. cards Dr. 
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gagements were held up while Dr. 
Moorhedd and my father were ‘taken 
into the office. During the conver- 
sation Mr. Dresser maid that he had a 
mong whtich waa ready Yor the printer 
and read it to his friends. It oon- 
tained “an allusion in the second 
verse to ‘Mary,’ a personage who was 
fictitious, the name belng used mere- 
dy for rythmical purposes. ‘Now who 
;9 thunder is this unknown Mary to 
- o Whome.ba 


"^to va mada atiusional 
Mr. Dresser asked. Both my tatner 
and Dr. Moorhead : puffed away | 


thoughtfully at their cigars a few 
minutes and finally Dr. Moorhead 
said: ‘I have it. Colonel South here 
has a daughter who plays and enjoys 
your songs. Her name is Mary. Why 
not dedicate the piece to her? 

ve do it.’ said Mr. Dresser. 
Shortly after that Mr. Dresser sent 
me a ccpy of the song.” 


Signature of Author. 


The copy referred to by Miss 
South is pictured here and distinctly | 
shows Mr. Dresser's signature. It 
was the second copy of the song off 
the press, and the note reproduced | 
above explains its significance. 

“Of ccurse I wrote Mr. Dresser and 
thanked him, for I was very happy 
and proud, and these are some of the 
many letters which followed," Missi 
South sid, taking a hand ful! of the 
letters written from all over the 
countrv bv Mr. Dresser to her. 

"They are Paul talking," said Me 
South. 

After reading these letters in 
which he so often referred to Terre 
Haute as “the old town,” there is no. 
doubt about what spot ¿Dresser con- 
sidered home. Writing from Attica 
on April 7, 1898, the year that "On | 
the Banks of the Wabash, Far 
Away” was published, he says in one, 
of the letters to Miss South in refer-' 
ence to a local talent minstrel show 
to be given tn Terre Haute: “By the 
way, if they sing ‘The Wabash’ in the 
minstrels, I might see my way clear 
to come to Terre Haute. Are they 
going to sing it, do you know? i 
would love to hear it sung in the ola 
town where I was born. But remem- 
ber this is not a request, merely a 
question I am asking.” 


Success in New York. 


From New York city in July of the 
same year he writes: “ ‘The Wabash’ 
has been sung in New York several 
times already, and is a big success. 
I only hope that it will be appreciated 
as well in Indiana .as in New York 
city and still one can never tell as 
‘a prophet is not without honor,’ etc.” 

Dresser's songs were marked by a 
sentimental strain and references to 
“home” and “mother” were prominent 
in his ballads. In a letter written 
from West Baden he pays a beautiful 
tribute to the word “Mother.” 

“I inclose you a program of last 
evening's entertainment, given by 
the colored waiters of the hotel, and 
it was first rate, too. The young 
‘fellow who sang my songs (they were 
‘Just Tell Them That You Saw Me’ 
and ‘The Wabash’) was backed up by 
a quartet, and they sang them very 
sweetly. The audience applauded 
wildly and then, after it was all over, 
they began applauding again, and 
'some crank yelled ‘Dresser’ and that 
settled it. I was compelled to stand 
up and bow my acknowledgements, 
and then I sat down. 

“They went at it again, and began’ 
to yell ‘speech,’ and I_had to get up 
to make a speech. It affected me 
very much, as it all seemed so honest, 
and I felt that there was still a lit- 
tle heart left in some of the people. 
I thanked them for the outburst, 
caused and brought about by a little 
sentiment, and said that as long as 
the world rolled around there would 
come up little, pathetic incidents 
that would for the moment make us 
all kin. I said that while cynics 
might refer to the little. simple 
melodies as trash, and the words as 
maudlin sentiment, st!]] to me, with 
apologies to none, the grandest word 

in English or any other language is 
‘mother. " 


He wrote: “Fame 
is nothing. The price of Lincoln's 
immortalization was death. - Our 
Saviour came into the world an ob- 
ject of pity and humility. Look at 
the name he left behind and how few 
respect f Fame and success bring 
more heartaches, perhaps, than you 


might imagine. I speak, of course, 
in a genera! sense.” 

But humor came forth, too. The 
news of a heavy spring flood, in 


which the Wabash river overflowed 
its banks, was carried in the news- 
Papers, and at the time Mr. Dresser 
had made a trip west as far as Kan- 
Laas City. He writes from Kansas 
City: 


XS 
" "The Wabash, like the song, is on 
the rampage now, Well, I'll come 
and take a look at it one of these days 
soon. l saw it overflow many times 
iin the past and the reports are such 
' that I fear the old stream is flooding 
the country again. I came here to 
; Kansas City on the Wabash railroad. 
They treated me royally. I also got 
to. St. Louis on same road and from 
St. Louis to Attica, Ind., so you see it 
was Wabash all around for me." 

Though Mr. Dresser was deeply in- 
terested in his work and his friends 
and his associates in New York, very 
seldom did many months pass that he 
didn’t get back to Terre Haute. 

"I'll just drop in, take a rig. ride a 
few hours, take a look at'the old town 
and then away again," he said in one 
letter in reference to one of his visits 
to Terre Haute. 


Many Stories About Song. 


“In, all.£hesé letters:that I received 
from Paul Dresser there is scarcely 
one in which-he did not bring in 
something about 'The Wabash,'" said 
Miss South. “There are many stories 
&bout how Paul happened to write the 
song, «and the circumstances gur- 
rounding its composition. He tolå 
me at one'time that he wrote 
it in three-quarters of an hour. | 
, It has been said that he wrote 
it in Attica, in West Baden, in Chi- 
| cago and in other cities. One gentle- 
man *óld me he wrote the song while 
staying at a hotel in Attica. No one 
seems to agree as to the circum- 
, Stances, and I did not know Mr. 
; Dresser until after the song was 


written, so I am unable to tell about 
the actual writing of the song. I am 
only too glad to let the peopie of In- 
diana know &bout these letters, and 
-am so glad that I have saved then. 
for they will show Mr. Dresser's true 
affection for Terre Haute, his birtr- 
place, and for the Wabash river. if 
there igs any question about the spot 
he considered home, it certainly is 
cleared away by these letters. I am 
fonly one ‘of the many, many Indi- 
‘anians) wHo look forward to the day 
iwhen z;Panl Dresser's.bofy. rests +~ 
(Heosiarland 


^ 
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Paul Dresser, child of fancy dreams, 
Bard of the W abash, wild and free, 

Songbird of Hoosier woods and field, 
Live once again, and sing for me. 


i By H. A. Collins. 
ANE of the most laudable ac- 


tivities at the present time 

Terre Haute is that one 
ooking toward the cstablish- 
[nent of a memorial to Paul 
Dresser, author of Indiana's 
itate song, “On the Banks of 
he. W abash, ” and heralded all 
ver tlie cotintry as "Bard of 
he Wábash," one of the mast 


opular song writers who ever 
icedi": 
The present intention of those in- 


erested in the movement for a 


Dresser memorial, Jed by the Paul 
Dresser Memorial assoclation, and 


packed by the loyal support of nol 
ess than a dozen organizations of! 


he city, is to establish such a:me-! 
[moria] just across the Wabash. river 
‘bridge on the Nationa] Old Trails, 


"erre Haute Intends To Honor Author 
Of Rural Anthem, Now State's Song 


ark and Plaza Will Be Created At West Gateway To The city || 
| As a Tribute To Paul Dresser and His 


"Historic Ballad. 


It is proper that. a memorial to 
Paul Dresser snculd.have its incep- 
tion and its consummation in Terre 
Haute, the birth-place of Dresser, 
&nd the scene of his childhood wan- 
derings which did much to develop 
those fancies and dreams which aft- 
erward so vividly expressed them- 
selves in song, and made of thelr 
&uthor a beloved and rev ered char- 
gcter. 

Paul Dresser tramped the banks 


of the Wabash, bare-footed and 
bare-headed, at a time when those 
banks were green with the foliage of 
Indian. summer, when the golden 
tassela of the corntops gleamed in 
the child's eye as so much gold, and 
when.the bright moonlight of a sum- 
mer's évening, crested the waves 
with a silvery sheen which brought 
glistening tears to the future au- 
thors eyes. In after years, hls seek- 
ing of the muse took him far afield, 
jat when che call for the master- 
woe of his finally came, it was 
'óccasioned by the remembrance of 
those early days, spent in the clear 
and cool woodlands along the Wa- 
bash, where the candlelights gleamed. 
winking, through the sycamores, and 
where his mother thaited in the door- 


las it enters the city of Terre Haute |way to greet her boy. (over) 


Hrom the west. 


Movement Started, 
The first suggestion looking to- 
ward the establishment of a memo- 
rial to Pau! Dresser came from the 


late Mique O'Brien, at that time eg. 


|news-wrlter on the staff of The 
| Terre Jlaute Tribune, a lover of 
| Terre Haute, tho Wabash river, and 
the song which had made it famous 
and a strong admirer of its author. 
Paul Dresser. This suggestion was 
made at a meeting of a few artists 
and authors, most of whom knew 
Paul Dresser personally, in Cincin- 
nati, Ohio in 1911, 
| Dresser's death. i 

Nothing definite came of this first 
| suggestion. but the matter was kept 
lalive in this section by articles ap- 
| pearing at intervals in the columns 
‘of The Tribune under the name of 
! Mr. O'Brien ,and was kept before the 
| general public by articles appearing 
|in the New York dailies by Robert 
| Heinl, & writer of that clty and a 
former resident of Terre Haute. 
The first concrete activity which 
should have as its purpose the estab- 
\Hishment of ‘such a memorial was 
made on January 16, 1922, by S. W: 
Snively. On that date, Mr. Snively 
called together a few admirers of 
Pau) Dresscr at a meeting of the Elks 
club and the Paul Dresser Memorial 
Association was formed. 

Mr $Snively's suggestion merely 
‘looked toward the removal of the 


body of Paul Dresser, buried in Chi- | 


‘cago, to Terre Haute, and the erec- 
tion of a suitable monument over hls 


grave. 
The movement quickly gained 
momentum, howcver, and elaborate 


suggestions came into being which 
should include not only the honoring 
‘of the late author by the city of his 
| birth, but also by the entire state of 
Indiana, and tndeed, by societies and 
organizations ‘all over the United 
States, 

From a movement which had as its 


first intent the expenditure of but a! 
‘few hundred dollars at most, the! 


[agtivity became one which quickly 
\ looked to the expenditure of thous- 
fands of dollars and in at least one 
instance, to the expenditure of hun- 
dreds of thousands, | | 
Vect se Work Underway. ` 
The entire movement centered 
around the small organization “in 
Terre Haute, which numbered among 
its members a few loyal admirers of 
the author, including S. W. Snively, 
t Mique O’Brien, Herbert Briggs, 
| Bruce Bindley, Max Ehrmann, Tim- 
othy Jewett, Ora Jp. Davis, Fred 
Heinl, William Penn, Wood Posey, 
Willam .F. Cronin, Floyd Dix, Dr. 
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J. J. Moorhead,' Mrs. Con Herber, | 


Will R. Hunter, J. B. Pfister, Wil- 
liam K. Hamilton and perhaps a few 
others. 

From all over the country came of- 
fers of. assistance from « Indiana 
clubs, literary societies and personal 
friends of Paul Dresser. 


frare of 1913. 


five years after! 


| above $30,000. 


The movement failed 
howe ‘er, due to the state's nor g 
‘finan al retrenchment and the fac 
(that ine reports of the engineers on 
the ‘‘asibility of such a park were 
aot « Xogether favorable. 
£. W. 
goth of Terre Haute, William For- 
tune, of Indianapolis, and J. Bruce 
Bindley, of Terre Haute, have been 
the respective presidents of the Paul 
Dresser Memorial association. 
Under the guidance of Mr, Fo. 
tune, ably assisted by the work o. 
| Myroit R. Green, of Indianapolis, the 
movement gained some very favor- 
able publicity all over the country. 
To decide upon the form which the 
memorial should take, an art com- 
mittee composed of Carl Lelber, Cur- 
lis Vonnegut and Robert McLean, of 
Indianapolis, Mrs. H. U. Johnson, of 
Richmond, Mrs. Frank Ball, of Mun- 
cie, and Herbert Briggs, Wood Posey, 
D. B. Shourds and Warren Miller, 
of Terre Haute, were selected as the 
memorial committee. Their sugges- 
tions in this connection have been 
very valuable to the membership of 
the Paul Dresser Memorial associa- 
tion in deciding upon the form the 
memorial should take. - 
| Late in the year 1922 Mr. Fortune's 
health being bad, J. Bruce Bindley 
lof this city was asked to accept the 
|presidency of the local organization 
jand to take the general chairman- 
ship of the drive for funds. Up un- 
til this time there had been many 
joffers of help, Showing thousands of 
|people were interested, but there had 
[been very little money forth-coming, 
[several donations from foreign organ- 
‘izations and small drives over the 
| State netting not more than two or 
| three thousand dollars, 
_ With the Terre Haute Chamber of 
Commerce actively back of him, how- 
ever, and ably assisted by several 
other organizations of the city, out- 
Standing among which was the 


Mr. Bindley, during the summer of 
1924, put on an active drive for funds. 

Popular subscription brought the 
movement something in excess of 
$20,000, while the city council by: 
open vote, augmented this amount by 
$10,000, thus bringing the total to 
This amount is great- 
er by far than the wildest dreams of 
those who started the movement, but 
lt is less by far than the dreams of 
some of those who later became in- 
terested in the movement. 

It is a popular belief that the state 
of Indiana can do no less than assist 
¿n some way to honor the author of 
‘lg state song, as so many of the 
other states of the union have done, 
and this will probably be accom- 
shed at some time in the future. 

The Paul “Dresser Memorial asso- 
clation has definitely committed 
itself to the establishment of the 
memorial on the west bank of the | 
Wabash river, on or near the Na- | 
tional Old Trails. The present plan 


Suggestions as to the form of the | calls for a memorial circle. 700 fect 
memorial came from all sections of | in diameter, the center of which 
|the country, and conceived of every; shall be about 300 yards west of the 
possible kind of a marker from a | west end of the Wabash river bridge. 
small stone to the construction of a| Within this memorial circle, the me- 
state park on the west bank of the | morial proper will be placed. This 


named after Dresser and include his now by a committee of the local as- 
rebuilt home, which stil stands in sociation, will follow closely the 
this city, and the memorial proper. suggestions of the art committee 
This movement even got as far as|| ?PPointed by Mr. Fortune, it is un- 
the state legislature, where it justi- | derstood. and it is probable that any 
fled itself by the fact that the song, | aCtion the state may take in. this 
| “On the'Banks of the Wabash," Paul | Connection will be in furtherance of 
į Dresser's masterpiece, had been this plan. 
| made the state song by the legisla- 


Snively and Ora D. Davis, 


zl 


Success In Sight. 


The activity is one which has 
taken a deep hold of the’ people of 
Terre Haute and the friends of Paul 
Dresser all over the country. It is 
one in which artists all over the 
country are deeply interested in or- 
der that one of their number may 
not be forgotten. 1t is one which is 
ef vital interest to the state of In- 
diana, and one in Which the state 
must sooner or later take an active 
Part. 


“on the Banks of the Wabash ‘isa 
song which has taken a deep hold on 
its hearers Wherever it has been 
sung. It breathes the life of Indiana 
Ir recognizes the beauty and the 
grandeur of the Wabash river. And 
it speaks the heart and soul of its, 
author, Pau! Dresser. _ : af 
copyright, but a, short time ago the, 


‘| focal association,sueceeded in having: 
|! the copyright released by the Pioneer 


| 


lof the state of Indiana. 


| 
| 
{ 
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Banks - of - the - Wabash association, " 
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Music company cf New York for the 
purpos* of putting it into the schools 
Since that 
time, '0,000 copies have been dis- 
tribute! to the school teachers of In- 
diana, and it has been listed as one 
of the songs to be taught in all the 
teache) 3’ training schools of the state. 
But recently, too, the Indiana State 
Norma school printed the song in its 
catalogue, of which more ‘than 30,000 
have gcne out, 

This popularizing of our state song, 
must of necessity mean that a popu- 
lar desnand for recognition of its 
author by the state will be made at 
some future time, and until that time 
comes the members of the local as- 
sociaticn and the friends of Paul. 
Dresser all over the country will fec! 
that their work is not yet complete | 
in commemorating one whose child- | 
hood areams and fancies saw only | 
the beautiful in Hoosier woods and 
* elds and who was able to paint 
that beauty so that thousands of 
people all over the world would 
thrill to the notes of his music. 


gorr eeey 


PAUL DRESSER, 


i Author of “On the Banks of the 


Wabash river, which should be memorial, which is being worked out! — 


Wabash.” 
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«€ [)AUL DRESSER'S boyhood 


home should be moved 
from the spot on which it now 
Stands to some place on the 
Dresser Memorial Drive, right 
in town and near the entrance 
to the bridge." 

This was the declaration of 
Col. Richard Lieber, director of 
the State Conservation Depart- 
ment, to The Post Tuesday eve- 
ning. 

Colonel Lieber was discussing 
the Wabash River, the possi- 
bility of a Dresser Park and 
the proper memorial for the 
bard of the, Wabash. He also 
was remembering a. trip he 
made to Terres Haute six years 
ago this Summer, a boat ride 
up the Wabash and ‘his state- 
ment on that boat ride, spon- 
sored by the Banks of the Wa- 
bash Association, that any me- 
morial bulit fon Paul Dresser 
should be close E the river he 
loved. * 

» X. 


OLONEI$ X. declared 
that esset Driye should be 
completed, that sycamore trees 
should be planted along it and 
the Dresser*home -be placed at 
some suitable spot close to it. 


- LN å , 
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He declared that thé city, too, 
needs a “real bridge” agross 
the Wabash, but that in order 


to have this building in a half 
block of the city must be torn 
off so that the bridge can have 


the proper entrance and sup-. 
port. This block. of course, to * 


be that next to the river. 

When asked if he thought the 
proposed Wabash-Maumee wa- 
terway from the Mississippi to 
the Great Lakes would help 
make the Wabash River once 
more a river noted for its beau- 
tiful banks, he shook his head 
and said. "Í do not know." He 
also sald that the possibility 
of this waterway becoming a 
reality depended on how deter- 
mined the people back of the 
project are. 

* = * 


OLONEL LIEBER talked on 


- the need of forest trees in 
Indiana, of the state nursery at 
Henryville. which supplies the 
Hie reforesting the state, 

"said, "I shall not be satis-. 

ed jun til we have 10,000,000 ° 
can to set annually for refor- 
esting Indiana.” 

Colonel Lieber spoke of state 


Aa ur yof éd. ; rivers, dunes 
p StherybGauty spots of the 
INE ud come under-the di- 


rection oT fhe State Conserva- ài. 


L4 n Department. in his Speech 
L 


V 


the Firat = Congregational 


* Church, which “was spomsored 


by the natuTéwrtudy department ' 


of the Woiian'ss Department 
Club, Tuesday evening. He 
also showed. how the saving of 
scenic* and historic places. for 
the people pay the state real 
dividends , 

When , asked,#about Forest 
Park,as a suitable,state park, 
Colonel Lieber? Pec lanes that 
the two features?wRicb: make it 
most valuable ‘the’ state are 
the old Mar Mil and the 


raria homegtidk. ih 


PAUL DRESSER, . | 


Author of "On the Banks of the | 


Wabash.” 


PAUL DRESSER MEMORIAL. 


ommen | 

It would seem better to defer any | 
ldefinite location of the Paul Dresser | 
f4emorial until a little more headway | 
inas been made ‘with the park and| 
youlevard system. The suggestion 
that it be located on a plaza at the! 
(west entrance of the Wabash river 
|bridge has been met with the common) 


expression that the environment there 


is too dowdy and poor and that the| 
general effect would be undesirable. 
The same objection is heard regard- 
ing the plans for beautifying the river 
bank and for the redemption of thpse 
sections of the city along the river. 

| The very purpose of these p 
lig to eliminate th 
| aspect of the city 
fron the west. It 


vision to see 
not very distant future, ther 


rojects 
e dowdy and poor 
r at the entrance 
requires some 


it, but at some day in the 
e will be 


` 


a riverside drive along the banks of 
the city from the north city Nmits to 
the south city limits. From the Wa- 
bash river drive to the Fairbanks 
Park wil be the chief unit of the Pau! 


| Dresser drive. This much of the right 


of way already has been secured. Th» 
city, through purchases made by the 
park board now controls the property 
from the bridge to the Fairbanks park, 
and along the entire length of this 
strip the property acquired by the 
park board is sufficient to accommo- 
date a broad riverside driveway, the 
beautification of which will only be 
limited by the amount of money Terre 
Haute wants to spend on it &s time 
goes by. There is only one adjust- 
ment yet required 'for carrying, out 
this plan. This is along the river bank 
in the rear of the gas company’s plant, 
and it is merely a matter of time until 
this obstacle is removed. 

These things will not be accom- 
plished in a week, or a year. They 
have to overcome things which have 
existed since Terre Haute was found- 
ed, but these things in themselves will 
eradicate the poor and dowdy per- 
spective now offered by the Wabash 
river to those coming in from the city 
from the west. The present park 
board has sought to anticipate these 


i finer conditions for Terre Haute. A 


city plan has been prepared by an ex- 
pert, Mr. George H. Kessler, of St. 
Louis, and it is such a plan as the 
c'ty can work to for the next fifty or. 
one hundred years. The riverside! 
drive in time will follow the river to | 
the banks of Honey Creek on the' 
south, passing east along the bluffs 
near Allendale, thence north along the 
crest of the bluffs east of the city and. 
following the general route of Otter 
(creek west to the river, again to meet 
the riverside boulevard in the neigh- 
borhood of Fort Harrison. 
| As sald before, these things will not | 
ibe witnessed by the present genera- 
ition, but some one must lay the ground 
| plan, some one must anticipate the 
growth and development of the city 
jin these respects, or the next fifty | 
i years will find the city sterile and: 
‘barren of these things of genuine! 
worth by which all progressive com- 
: munities nowadays are placing such: 
store. | 
When these things come about wel 
will witness a general improvement of: 
conditions along the river. Natural | 
growth will force out undesirable sec- 
tions, Taylorville and her squatter 
camps will pass away by sheer reason 
of the enhanced values of the land on 
which they now stand, a populous and 
desirable community will rise on the 
west side of the river, and the objec- 
tlons to the bridge site for the Dresser 
memorinl, such as are heard today. 
will then sound strange and incon- 
gruous. 


By MABEL M'KEE 
HIS is the story of how Paul Dresser got the inspiration 
for our,state song, "On the Banks of the Wabash.” 
md it gives up just one more reason for working for that 
permanent memorial for him to be erected close to the river he 
love" well enougH to make famous to the world. 


Su ire Madigan told the story. 


Back in 1867 Squire Madigan and 


Paul Dresser both went to the St. Joseph's academy. They lived just 
a square apart, and played in each other's yards between school ses- 


Bions. 

But it was in 1890 that Paul 
Dresser learned to love the Wa- 
bash river so well. Terre Haute's 
young men had a hunting and 
fishing club down the Wabash, 
close to Nine Mile island. Tho 
Paul Dresser didn't bd.ong to the 
club, he was a favorite visitor 
there because he was such a good 
entertainer. 

BEST STORY TELLER 

“Paul was the best story teller 
of the lot," said Squire Madigan. 
“He couldn’t sing, but he sure 
could tell stories.” 

“We rowed down the river in 
row boats to the. fishing camp," 
Squire Madigan said, and then 
described the scenes. along- the 
river. à "S 
It was usually at niskt ‘when 
they came home from thé camp. 
The sycamores grew thick in the 
‘wooded districts. In them were 


ithe log huts of the men who were | 


cutting down the timber. ‘We'd 
look thru those trees at the candle 
lights flickering,” the squire re- 
membered, 

Squire Madigan remembered 
that they often spoke of these 
lights as they paddled along the 
river. He remembered, too, the 
corn fields in the clearings, and 
the hay when it was being mown 
and piled in stacks. 

"Dresser wrote his song in New 
York,” the squire finished his 
story. ‘‘He must have been home- 
sick for the old (fishing camp and 
our trips home at nights when 
the things he described in his 
song existed. It sounds like it 
came from a bomesick heart. 4A! 
least it npy makes Hoosiers, who 
hear it sufig far away from home. 
homesick for the Wabash." 
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Along Banks of Wabash Assured 
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Banks of the Wabash As- 
" sociation | 
Success of Civic Dream 


to Beautify River Front! 
—Will Rush Project. | 


At an enthusiastic meeting of e 
Banks of the Wabash Association; 
which crowded Memorial Hall to; 
capacity last night committees | 
made announcement that negotia- f 
tions, long pending, have resulted | 


Announces 


And running along the east bank of! 
the river through Fairbanks Park, | 
mnecting with the boulevard pav- 
ng of South First and South Third 

streets at that point. 
+ Believing that the city should 


mich were. deve}. by G. O. 
Kessler an idu at the Park 
Board several years ago, the Banks 
of the Wabash Association has been 
working tirelessly through commit- 
‘tees to bring about the fulfillment 
‘cf the Kessler plan so far as it af- 
fected the river front of tho. city. 
William A. Hunter, one of the: 
most active civic workers in Terre 
Haute and chairman of the com- 
mittee on river front development 
of the Banks of the Wabash Asso- 
|elation, with his committee, has 
| worked tirelessly for several years 
| to be able to make the report which 
|he gave at last night's meeting of} 
| the association. j 
Boulevard Around City. } 
The Kessler plan calls for al 
Dresser drive or boulevard en-! 
circling the city and passing the! 
forme home of Paul Dresser, author | 
of the state song “On the Banks of | 
the Wabash.” The first step toward 
the development of this enormous 
project which must ultimately prove 
of inestimable value to the city was 
taken when W. L. Sparks, a mem- 
ber of the association, deeded to the 
city the right of way between his 
| mill and the river front, immedi- 


‘ately south of the Wabash River. 
! bridge. 
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At an impressive dedication under 
the auspices of the Bunks of the 
Wabash Association five years ago, 
Mayor Davis and his official family 
accepted the ground given by Mr. 
Sparks for the city and turned the 
first shovel full of dirt in the con- 
struction of Dresser drive. Quietly 
and without ceasing since that time, 
the Banks of the Wabash Assocía- 
tion has been working to have the 
drive completed and provide the city 
with & riverside boulevard. 

Following the dedication of the 
drive the park board has obtained | 

| contro} of sufficient ground to guar- | 
| ante tei te eT ovth . » 


Park, together with sufficient ad- 
Jacent ground to give the boulevard! 
a desirable park setting. Í 

The chief obstacle in the develop-| 
ment of the drive has been in efforts 
to obtain an equitable adjustment, 
with the Indiana Gas Utilities Com- 
pany, formerly the Citizens Gas and 
Fuel Company, the officers of which 
| have always been friendly to the 
| enterprise and have assisted the 
association in its efforts to complete 
the project. 

Land necessary for the right of 
way was held by the gas company, 
which has realized at all times that 
il is {ts business and that it had 
a responsibility which it could not 
shirk to keep in reserve and avail- 
able at all times sufficient plant fa- 
cilities to provide a rapidly growing 
Terre Haute with an adequate sup- 
ply of gas under all conditions. The 
ground for the Dresser Drive was | 
also needed by the gas company for | 
future expansion of its plant. The | 
problem presented, therefore, was a 
difficult one, as neither the gas 
company nor the association desired 

jany hardships or burdens upon any 
parties concerned. All were seeking 
an equitable solution. The gas com- 
pany had employed skilled engi- 
|neers to make careful study of the 
problem and went to considerable 
| expense in this connection to read- | 
|Just its property lines to accom- 
,modate the park development. | 
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Agreement Reached. 
Negotiations were finally com- 
pleted & few days ago on the fol- 
Jowing basis of adjustment: Agree- 
ment has been reached wherein the 


as company will deed to the park 
dp sufficient. grount for the park 
and boulevard development between 
its plant and the river, in exchange | 
for which the gas company will re- 
adjust its plans of expansion so 
that it can utilize an equal area tu 
the north of its plant, which the 
Park Bourd hus agreed to give in 
exchunge for the more valuable 
land received along the river front. 
This will require the vacation of 
that portion of Poplar street west of 
Water strect and which: has never: 
been, nor can be. used by the city.' 
The gas company has further con- | 
rented that the land received in 
exchange for the tract which will be 
utilized by the Dresser Drive may 
! he used by the Park'Board continu- 
i ously for park purposes without 
| rent so long as the land is not need- 
fed by thé gas company i» the can- 

| s its business. 

acre easily be seen that the city j 
lis thus acyuiring what has been 80, 
|much needed to complete its boule-, 
| vard plans without the expenditure; 
of à dollar and retaining. at leas: 
for a time, the free use for par! 
purposes of the land. which it is 
giving to the Gas Company in ex- 


change. 


Fine Spirit Present. 
Willian A. Hunter. former presi- 


rs File 


Community Aitai 
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Community Affairs Fife 


[aent of the Banks of the Wabash 
Association and now secretary of the 


Park Board, also acting as chairman 
of the river front committee of the 
association, has had personal charge 
of the negotiations and has bee~ 
untiring in his efforts to solve tl 
ldifücult problems that those con- 
|cerned had to deal with. At no time 
[has the association, through its 
,committees, wanted to embarrass 
the Gas Company or resort to con- 
demnation procedure with its costs, 
delays and awards of damages in 
acquiring the necessary ground. 
Through the sort of “get together 
spirit” which is bringing about the 
rapid development of the city the 
Gas Company, the Park Board and 
the Banks of the Wabash Associa- 
tion have brought about the assur- 
ance of what will undoubtedly mean 
one of the most important projects 
that has vet benefited the city. The 
accomplishment has proved a splen- 
did example of what pulling together 
on friendly terms will accomplish in 
civic development and the parties 
and all of the parties which have 
contributed to the enterprise are to 
be congratulated. 

Believing that Dresser Drive will 
be used more than any other thor- 
oughfare in the country by all citi- 
zens, the Banks of the Wabash 
Association further announced at 
last night's meeting that a petition 
had been filed with the county com- 
missioners to pave this portion of 
Dresser Drive to a width of 40 feet 
and requestion the commissioners tu 
hasten their plans so that the pro- 
ject could be completed in time for 
use and enjoyment of the public 
during the coming year. 
| County commissioners and mem- 
bers of the city council were guests 
of the association’ last night and 
gave their assurance of aid in 
furthering the project. 

The association also announced 
plans to complete the paving of 


South First, South Second, and' 
North First streets. lt has been 
extremely active in securing the 


paving of important streets which 
Iwill contribute to the development 
of the river front and it was through 
jit efforts that South Third street 
iwas boulevarded south to Margaret 
javenue. It was also announced that 
‘plans were under way for further 
development adjacent to and west 
of the river front. 

Opening the meeting, the Wabash 
quartet sang several 


i numbers in- 
cluding, “On the Banks of the 
Wabash.” The meeting was closed 


in the same manner with the audi- 
ence singing the chorus of Paul 
Dresser’s famous song. 
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PAUL DRESSER DRE morum 
WORN 1S BEGUN Dr 


Impressive Ceremonies 0n the Banks 
of the Wabash Mark Start of | 
Actual Construction, } 

TA += 1923 


With ceremonies deeply im-| 
pressive, the Banks-of-the-Wa4 
bash association with the as- 
sistance and co-operation ofi 
other civic and business organ] 
izations of the city, Monday 
morning, celebrated the opening 
of the Paul Dresser drive, whicH 


when completed will encircle the 
city with a beautiful forty-mile 
‘drive, placing Terre Hang 
among the foremost cities of :t 

| size in the matter of park and 
! boulevard systems. 

Miss Mary E. South, of In; 
dianapolis, to whom Paul Dresser 
dedicated his famous song, "On 
the Banks of the Wabash,” wai 
the honor guest of the Banks- ot 
they abash association for the 
occasion, and received a hearty 
ovation from the crowd when she 
was introduced by Chairman Dan 
Miller. 

The parade from Steeg park was 
delayed, but at 19:15 the machines oi 
the speakers, preceded by Boy Scouts 
carrying an American flag, and a ban- 
ner of the Banks-of-the-Wabash as: 
sociation, and the Chamber of Com- 
merce band got under way, and ar: 
rived at the scene of the ceremonies 
a few minutes aiter 10 o'clock. 

.With the passing of the shorg 
parade down YWabasn avenue, the 
main artery of the city became al4 
most deserted, practically all who had 
not preceded them, foilowing the 
‘parade to its destination at the "Wa- 
bash avenue bridge. + 

^t this point. = almost 


p 


within 
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ee 


ETT Ripe use ch E OS pl 
Pau Dres ' . and "within Bight of fhe 
linda - c a “huge monument wil 
ecte d in-his memory, ‘Mayor Ora 
S Dadia: turned ` the first. shovel” of 
dirt. on. the; arive: dar Ax By oF, 
",Thejceremonies: at. ‘thesbridge were 
‘started wichi tle: singing- ot. "On the 
Banks. of 1 the. Wabash” by. tthe Baptist 
quartettei. The: whole ;assembly, led 
by. Captain "B. En Stahl, joues in. the 
chorus.» ere RON n £u 
* ntreduces Miss South.: 3 


Chairman. Dan Miller, inea T4 
ducediMiss Mary E. South, who- had 
made the trip from Shelbyville, - HI, 
where she was in attendance at the 
bedside of sick relatives, for the sole 
purpose-of being present at the open- 
;ing of the drive. Miss South ‘smiled 
| bravely: through her-tears as. Chair- 
man Miller introduced her as the one 
i^ whom Paul Dresser'originally: dedi-| 
cated -big immortal song, "On » the 
Banks of the’ Wabasit’?\ 7) f 
| Mayor Davis made a- short talk i 
| which «he- characterized the present . 
' proceedings as the dawning. of a new 
| era. Im the territory alongs jas be 
river at this point. : e 

“With the’ el minaticnt Tet. our ny 
district," sald Mayor Davis, "the blaci 
reputation which has beens following 
Terre Haute for years is fast disap- 
pearing, and Terre Haute at the pres- 
ent timeig.on the eva of the most 
magnificent era of its: history. The 
‘starting of “the Dresser drive is not, 
the end of our work. When the Dresi) 
ser memorial is erected at the west| 
entrance to. our city, and the new; 
stadium -is erected on our. east, when: 
the eighteen parks which have already: 
been constructed or are in the process! 
of being constructed have been com-| 
pleted, and when the entire Dresser] 
drive becomes a reality, then we cani 
; point with pride to our accomplish- 
| ments. ' | 

‘TS this end we must all glve our 
unqualified support. The Banks-of- 
the-Wabash association has done some! 
{hard work getting’ this drive started. 
{The other efvic bodles have assisted in 
"the good work. Let every individual 
[ang every organization forget any par- 
! tisan Interest they may have and work 
‘together for the common interest of 
Your city, and it will not be long before 
tall our dreams are realized.” 

i Mayor. Davis’ speech was followed 
‘by a cornet: solo by the cornetist of 
ithe Chamber of Commerce band, and, 
“then Robert H. Catlin, attorney for the 
;county commissioners, was introduced 
p the speaker of the day. 
1 ‘Dresser National Celebrity. 
Mr. Catlin drew a beautiful word 
ı pieture- In ‘commemoration of .Paui 
Dresser and his famous song, and'saia 
i that while other cities had their locat 
j celebrities, Terre Haute's was a- na- 


“~The band then played “My Indiana’ 
Home,” which in itself is a beautiful 
tribute to Indiana, and the Wabash 
river, and immediately following this 
Chairman Dan Miller made a short ap- 
peal to those present asking that all 
play nd sing “On the Banks of the 
Wabash” in their homes and in theis 
elubs until the Dresser drive was a 
reality. He also mada a short appeal 
: for sunport for the Dresser monument, 


i 


‘saying that other cities were doing 


SLUIC vicccu tXala.iia "9e 
the employes of the establishment pros 
ceeded to the rivr front to participata 
in the exercises. 
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FARL MAY WRITES 
ON PAUL DRESSER 


Article In the Saturday Evening Post 
Touches On Terre Haute Bard’s 
-Humble Start. 


The recognition of Paul Dresser, of. 
course, comes since his passing, but it 
comes never the less. In last week's 
Saturday Evening Post Earl Chapin 
May publishes an article, “Words 
With Music,” in which he exploits the 
music composers of the last decade. 
Mentioning tribute to all those who 
have laid their artistic offering at 
the throne of fame during that period, 
especially those who have given song j 
lyrics as well as composition. 

Among these men Mr. May mentions 
Paul Dresser as follows: 

"I remember years ago Paul Dresser, ; 
of ‘On the Banks of the Wabash’ fame, i 
happened to be riding from Chicago 
to New York with me. He was work- 
ing on a song. There was one line 
about which he was fn doubt. He 
thought it sounded a little rough. The 
words ran: ‘She's a wild sort of devil, 
but dead on the level, is my gal, Sal.’ 
` “Dresser was afraid of that line 
'She's a wild sort of devil.’ Few gong 
writers of this decade would hesitate 
about that. Dresser was clean.. His 
‘On the Banks of the Wabash’ is a 
state song in his native Indiana now. 

y His-body Hes, honorably and honored, 
in his native state. They have named 
& boulevard in Indianapolis after him. 
Fhat's something, isn’t it? 

“A good many men have come*back 
after fifty. "There's no branch of the, 
business T don't understand. I'l land | 
„on a protitable shore. with the turn of 
the tide.” . 

~ Memories of Dresser. 

And in pointing the remuneration in 
song writing the author- closes his 
‘article by poiniing that: Few song 
writers have died rich, "Paul Dresser’ 


h 


P be done in good -time. 


body rested in an obscure Chicago |i p 
cemetery until discovered and removed 
to his native Indiana,” but at that Mr. 
May was not fully informed for to 
date, the body of Paul Dresser still 
rests where it was buried. 
has been gained to remove it to Terre 
Haute, to be laid at some point on the 
Í Dresser Memorial Drive, which will 
That In- 
dianapolis had named a boulevard for 
the author of “On the Banks of the 
Wabash,” is news, but that Terre 
Haute is building a memorial drive to 
his memory is news which has been 
hailed all over the country. 

That even the telephone company of 
Wabash valley has named an ex- 
change for him and that an industrial 
center near by and situated on the 
banks of the river, which he loved, fs 
also known, but the author of the 
lengthy article possibly had not this 
information. But he expresses some 
very pretty sentiment in his closing 
paragraph as follows: be 

“Human nature does not change. 


in motor cars, dancing from morn to 
dewy eve and back to morn again, 
listening in on about 4,000,000 radio 


lions. 
from disuse. The groups that used to 
gather around the piano and do some 
close harmony in the front room are 
hitting & high pace far from home and 
mother. But we shall come back to 


the simple life again, and when we do, 
the simple sentimental song will come 
Here's hoping." 


back with us. 


Consent | 


Just now we are rampaging around l 


sets and flocking to the movies in mil- }- 
The old song album is dusty j: 


‘Paul Dresser Memorial Plans 


| Interest Liitle Oid New York 


The New York Times Friday con- 
tained the following nccount of the 
Paul Dresser memoria! which will 
be read with interest here in Terre 


Hautes 
Residents of Indiana, led by Will 
Hays, have undertaken to erect a 


monument to the late Paul Dresser, 
song writers publisher and author of 
“On the Banks of the Wabash,” not 
to speak of 150 @ther songs that were 
popular a dive de ago. 

Dresser, who was a brother of Theo- 
dore Drelser, the novelist, 
ful of sentiment, pathos, Tom Saw- 
yer-like humor and tragedy. Because 
of his immense. success, his Beau 
Brummel attire and his overflowing 
generosity he whs one of the most 
conspicuous figures along Broadway 
in the 1890s and the early part of the 
| present century. He weighed 800 
pounds. 


; Oh, the moon light's fair tonight along 
the Wabash; 


From the field there comes the 
breath of new-mown hay; 
Í Through the sicnamores the candle 


lights are gleaming, 

On the banks of the Wabash, far 

away. 

“On the Banks of the Wabash” has 
long since been adopted as Indiana's 
state anthem. The melody has a wist- 
ful tone. It was so with most of 
Dresser's other songs, such as “Just 


Volunteer,” “The Blue and the Gray” 


lived a life]: 


Tell Them That You Saw Me," “Mr.j ~ 


PAUL DRESSER, S 
Author of “On the Banks of. othe 
Wabash.” j 


d 


and "My Gal Saf." But in none of 
these simple pieces did he teli. a story. 


as sad as the actual ending of his own 
| career. 


2 | Dresser in his younger days was the 


center of a group of writers in Tin 
Pan alley who turned out the coun- 
trys popular songs. His associates 
were Charles K. Harris, author of 
"After the Ball;" Harry Von Tilzer, 
who composed the tune of “Only a 
Bird in a Gilded Cage;" Ramon Moore, 
who composed “Sweet Marte," and; 
James Thornton, author of “When 
| You Were Sweet Sixteen.” | 
Sang in Terre Haute Cafes. 

Dresser Was born in 1859 in the west 
end of Terre Haute. He belonged to 
an eminently respectable family that 
lived in a locality filled with saloons 
and resorts. In the cafes where he 
frequently sang in his youth he was 


called Paul Dresser, though the family 
name was Dreiser. So he changed M15 
name 

am to sult ‘the common ISO Á 19 
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The story of how Dresser ran away 
as entertainer with a medicine show 
and became minstrel, actor and play- 
wright is told by Mr. Dreiser in 

|; “Twelve Men." Because Dreiser said 
| in it that he had helped Paul a little 


on writing the words of “On the Banks all th 1 : 
of the Wabash,” “Twelve Men" evoked e talent we desiah. The way he 


RM uot err on Dresser's | Paid it and the emphasis he put on 
bifionüsc e pritser-"Bowever" admittont he word ‘talent’ not only made me 
t very tired but angry, so with the first 


the assistance of his brother, accord-i 
ing to his brother-in-law, Austin? Oey I could scrape up I had some 
Brennan. [cards printed, which read: ‘Mr. Paul 


Where the original idea comes from Dresser, Daly's Theater, Stage En- 


makes little difference, the best ince ence—No Marthe 
| formed persons on the subject will tell? Gets a Job. 
| You; nobody but Paul Dresser could] “One of these cards fi 

E nally 
have written “On the Banks of the n Daly himself. He ied pda 1 
Wabash," even with a dozen brothers? and I was engaged. Thats how I 
to ald. He in turn helped in the vos. | Pr to get my first good job." 


“I first laid s © 
he said in another in. ; 
turned down by a man af 
the stage entrance. This ma. $ 
his eyes wearily and murmurea 
chanically, ‘No. mah deah boy; we have 


| 


ri 


ing of many songs which became pop From 1887 to 

[ - 1892 Dresser wrot 
ular, yet he took no credit. For in-fland placed with the Willis Woodwara 
i! stance, while diving at the Brennang Music Publishing company a number} 
home, 106 Waverly place, Dresser fof sungs which became famous at 


4 The great bugié call 


‘at hig funeral. 


ua ere z 
But the tvpe of song he had helped 


Hughie Cannon write, the ragtime 
"Bill Bailey” sort, was crowding out 
the slow, sentimental, home-and- 
mother songs of Dresser's generation. 

Dresser was heartbroken and in ii! 
health. His friends had deserted him 
and his songs would not sell. Tunes 
on his organ became more and more 
mournful until in January, 1906, mem- 
bers of the family heard Dres play- 
ing and singing a song that seemed 
prophetic. The. chorus that he 
moaned over, as 'though it were uw 
dirge, was this: 


] The Judgment Day Is near at hand; 


appear in the Master's sight, 
Ms of Jehovah is 
heard— s , 
Ended for aye is the'past. 
Arise, ye slaves, from your earthly 
graves, 
Judgment is here at last. 


This song was read a month late! 
Thus ended the career 


wrote virtually the entire chorus of a Ton Pastor's, Miner's and otherfi 
" ees d: of the man for whom Indiana is now 


ragtime song, "Won't You 
Bil Bailey?" to help eee iet De amusement places. The author him- 
ra ie latter got all the credit when! PSE his songs in many engage 
K iley" w "v . 
body's paige PAR sung jn every 2 vor ae ME m renee his 
's Fi ; ongs were bringing him, Dresser in 
Dresser's First Great "Hit." 1892 formed a partnership with Pat- 
Dresser had written many songs|rick J. Howley and Fred B. Haviland, 
through his younger days for the medi-| young employees in music houses, tu 
cine show and his various minstrel||found their own publishing business 
j8acts, and in 1886, when he was 27l at 4 East Twentieth street. Publica- 
years old, he turned out his first na-| tion of  Dressers "Just Tell Them 
i tional hit." This was a ballad called || That You Saw Me” and of Charles 
1 The Letter That Never Came." It wasi Lawlors “Sidewalks of New York” 
j Widely sung in its day and is still to|| took the firm out of a side street ana 
lepera on occasion. established it as “The Hpuse On 
Eoo user might as well have en-i| Broadway." For a decade . Howley, 
c the.song “The Check That Never|| Haviland & Dresser's was one of the 
ame,” for he did not receive a penny|| foremost houses of its kind in the 
from its sale. country. Dy t^ 
ones Epis of his song, even 1f for All this time the ballad writer was 
! wand e. else's profit, so inspired thej| living the sentimental life of the 
1 oth ering minstrel that he wi0t€"an-j| songs. As fast as he made money he 
ae sentimental ballad, “I Believe It, gave it away or lent it to friends. The 
tuan y Mother Told Me So,” and even- || amount of his loans, never repaid, is 
} y sold it to Lyon & Healy in Chi-||said to have exceeded $25,000. Be- 
| pen? for $250 he said. The song alsof|cause of these extravagances and 
Re a tremendous vogue, the chorusl]| several bad business deals, the firm 
axi thus; ` failed in 1903, and from then until] 
he. told me that in ma his death Dresser sank lower and 
COPA: Iss y dy tempta- Ei iower financially. 
She ai 'd know; oa true friends in life 2 7 Dresser's Last Compotition. 
falsehaa od der eit was full ofg|-- During this time he wrote "My Gal 
I believe it, for my mother told m Sal" which became widely popular 
Meantime Dresser looked e50: Bf after his death. He.tried in vain to 
i theatrical engagement ed- for write another “Blue and the Gray” to 
i sm recoup his lost money. Taking u 
room at the home of a sister, Mrs. 
Emma Nelson, 203 West One Hun- 
dred and Sixth street, he would work 
|Jaty into the night at his big organ, 
“trying to Qt the notes into a compu 
sition that the publio woild like. | 
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building a monument. 

Will Hays is chairman of the na- 
tional Paul Dresser memorial commit- 
ee, charged with raising money for 
a monument. Ray Long, editor of the 
Cosmopolitan, is vice-chairman, and 
obert D. Heinl, owner of a newspa- 
per syndicate in Washington, secre. 
tary; Gene Buck, the composer; Or- 
ville Harold, Roy W. Howard, Post- 
master-General New, Joseph T. Fan- 


enc. 


ning, one of the national leaders of| 


the Elks, and other  Hoosiers are 
members. 

Already the committee nas collect- 
ed $35,000 and the people of Terre 
Haute have given ‘a park on the 
banks of the Wabash river as site 
for the memorial. The plan contem- 
plates setting up in the park the little 
brick home in which Dresser was 


born, and burying near the house the| 


bodies of Dresser and his parents, 
which now lie in a Chicago ceme- 


tery. 


MAX EHRMANN PAYS | 
TRIBUTE TO BARD 
Early cce uM ER Pus | 


Here Beautifully Told By Terre 
Haute Writer. . /(92.4* 


Note—Credit is due Mr. Max Ehr- 
mann from whose sketch of the life 
of Paul Dresser, the facts used 
herein were secured. ' 


By H. A. Collins. 

Last Thursday there was introduced 
in the state legislature a bill provid- 
ing for the purchase of a few hundred 
acres of land on the west bank of the 
Wabash river whicch should be made 


into a state park as a memorial tol- 


Paul Dresser, author of Indiana’s fa- 
{mous state song, "On the Banks ofj 
|| the: Wabash.” - 

Paul Dresser died more than eight= 
een years ago, and Indlana seems just 
waking to the realization that it is 
fitting and proper that some honor 
'be done the man whose life work re- 
mains to us in the beautiful words 

# and music which paid tribute alike 
{to his mother and to the state of his 

birthright. . 

To those who knew him, Paul Dres- | 
ser needs no introduction. The kindly 
clasp of his hard in friendship, the| 
radiant smile of pleasure which he 
always had in greeting, the ready hand 
outstretched at all times to aid those 
in need, these things will always re- 
main a part of his memory, and serve 
to keep that memory fresh. But thanks 
to his own genius, those who never 
knew him in life, can ye£ become ac- 
quainted through the beautiful 
thoughts which he has handed down 

| to us in the song, which, next to “The 

Star Spangled Banner” and “America,” 
| has come to mean more to the c!tizens 
‘of Indiana and perhaps to the citizens 
¿of other states of the union, than any 
' other. "On ihe Banks of the Wabash.” | 


lcs Le LÁ 


Dresser, the Boy. | “His years of success as a publisher 
Our first picture of Paul Dresser ip} of music in New York and Chicago is 
that of a barefoot boy, trodding thejthe same story as that of any success- 
sands along the banks of the Wabash,| ful man, but tn his declining years 
watching its vagaries, entranced by its| we find him again, broken in health, 
smooth unrest, the strong appeal of'his business a failure, chiefly because 
which remained with him in after|he had given his all to those less for- 
years wherever he roamed. We see!tunate than himself, trodding the 
him in the cornfield with his father, streets of the great metropolis, seeking 
gazing with dreamy eyes at the wav-|to interest capital in the establishment 
ing corn; we see him in the midst of! of a home for orphans, faithful to the 
the new-mown hay, breathing the|last, in his desire to help the poor 
fragrance which seemed so sweet toland needy. 
him; we see him roaming the forests,| But from out of this sadness of his 
wandering along the river banks in“ declining years, the spirit of his 
the moonlight, and then in the dusk off childhood, his great masterpiece, “On 
the evening we see him wending his}the Banks of the Wabash,” was being 
way home, guided by the candle’s light sung around the world. 
shining through the sycamores, to his} rt stil remains with us, a living 
mother, waiting in the doorway for|tribute to the minstrel who is gone 
her son. No more beautiful picture of and to the state which was his birth- 
youth has ever been drawn perhaps right. \ 
than the reality of Paul Dresser’s} Small wonder then, that Indiana, 
early boyhood days, a cheery youth, eighteen years after his death, should 
full of pleasure and sunshine, singing: seek to honor the memory of “The 
songs of his own making, full of hap-' para of the Wabash." 
piness, just because he was alive. a 

The next few years are not so beau- | 
tiful, but they are Paul Dresser, ana 
we must not forget them because they 
had a great deal to do with his later 
success. We find him at many odd 
jobs, in the factories, in the ‘mills, in 
stores and then on the railroad as # 
train boy. Next we find him running 
away from school because he could not 
stand the restraint, but in the same 
chapter we find him turning to a 
clergyman, a Reverend Spalding, of 
Indianapolis, for comfort in his delin- 
quincy. 

“On the Banks of the Wabash.” 

The third picture we have is Paul 
Dresser as a traveling minstrel witi: 
a medicine show, then with a second 
class stock company, then with an 
opera troupe, and at last he reached 
the top, where he appeared on the 
stage in his own plays, sang his own 
songs and in the end returned to Terre 
Haute, his birth town, to hear sung 
the song which all these years: hà 
been formulating in his heart, “On t— 
Banks of the Wabash.” 

And in the background, through all 
these years, we find the reverence in 
which he held his mother, for Paul's; 
family was poor, and for many years, l 
while. they were in need, no week 
passed but that the mail brought to 
the little mother financial assistance 
from the son who had run away from! 
home to write songs. E 


| 


t 


PAUL DRESSER WAS BORN 


t rail reaa S n 


20 Y YEARS AGO TODAY 


And Now Plans for His Me- 


morial Are Going For- 
ward Rapidly 


By MABEL MWKEE 
AGR 23, 1857— 


Down in’ a little cottage on 
Walnut street, just around the 
corner from 2nd, a baby was 


|: born in the Dresser home. lt 


| 
t 
ł 
| 
| 
| 
i 


was a poor little home and the 
parents were not sure just how 
they would manage to raise him. 
But he was a chubby, lively, little 
fellow and they gave him a royal 
welcome. 
And named him Paul. 
0—0—0 
A RID 23, 1927— 


Several wagons filled with dirt 
stopped on the long grade west 
of the Wabash river and emptied 
their contents on a site which is 
nearing the level of the grade. 
One of them remarked, “Guess 
they'll soon have it high enough 
to start putting the sod on so 
they can bring Paul Dresser's 
body from Chicago and build his 
monument here." 
0—0—0 
EVENTY years between the 
two dates. And now a city 
is building a memorial, which not 
only the state is watching with 
interest but Hoosiers all over 


-the world. who have sung that : 


state song, written by Paul Dres- 


ser—the song every Hoosier loves. 


“Oh, the moonlight’s fair to- 
night along the Wabash, 
From the fields there comes the 
breath of new mown hay, 
Thru the sycamores the candle 

lights are gleaming, 
On the banks of the Wabash 
far away.” 


4 EVERYBODY knows the story 
of the boy who loved to sing, 


| who loved to “speak pieces" and 
; who loved most of all to earn 
; money which he could give to his 


mother to help bring up his 
brother and sisters. 


Knows, too, how he was just 
"an everyday boy" doing “tol- 
able well" at school, according 
to the veterans who were his 
schoolmates. Knows how he 
joined a medicine show and 


! danced and sang on the streets 
' around the court house. 


Knows of his success and fail- 
ures in New York City, when he 
was a minstrel man, when he 
directed plays and then when he 


| started writing songa and open- 
ed his music publishing house. | 


| tify the Wabash. 


| BUT what they “are honoring ' 
him for now is that song 


' which brought fame to the Wa- 


bash; which has caused many 
homesick men and women to 
come back home; and which was 
adopted by the state as its song 
because it is so human, so Hoo- 
sier in its theme. 

' The tragedy is that Dresser 


did not live to know how belov- 
ed his song was, ror how fa-! 
mous it made him. 

When he died he was buried in 
an obscure grave- in a cemeter§ 


lo Chicago. » 


| 0—0—0 
OST ot the men who Knew 
Dresser when he was a boy 
too, have gone down the Long 
Long Trail. But before they 
went they often told of the old 
boating club, the members of 
which drifted down the Wa- 


bash and then rowed back. 

Then the banks along it were 
beautiful with sycamore trees. 

That's the reason that syca- 
more trees are to be planted 
along the drive which will hon- 
or Paul Dresser and help beau- 


A a a s ‘ 


PAUL DRESSER WAS 
HIS CLOSE FRIEND 


AUL DRESSER and I were friends 
for twenty-five years. He was 
the closest friend I had," said 

Frank Mullane, who appeared at the 
Indiana last week-end in "Humorous 
Tales and Musical Scales," of the man 
who wrote “On the Banks of the Wab- 
ash." "For many years I had a min- 
strel show in New York city and Paul 
Dresser was my interlocutor. 


“He wrote many songs—many more 
than are recognized here. Before he 
had them published he would often 
bring them to me to read. Often I 
was the first one to sing them. ‘My 
Gal Sal’ was one of the ones I sang 
for the first time. It was one of his 
songs which is still recognized. 


"'The Judgment Is Here at Last,’ 
was the second sacred seng which 
Paul ever wrote, He dedicated it to 
me. When he died and was buried 
from St. Francis Xavier's Church in 
New York city, I asked to be allowed 
to sing that song over his body. It 
could not be allowed because the song 
was not written in Latin. The Father, 
however, took the words of the song 
and recited them over his body. 


"This drive you are putting on in 
Terre Haute for his memorial is a 
wonderful thing. If those wbo are in 
charge of it would appeal to the per- 
formers they would find an immedi- 
ate response I am sure, for those who 
knew him or know his songs wouid 
gladly give to perpetuate the memory 
of Paul Dresser. I feel sure that if 
the people who are putting this drive 
over would appeal to the performers 
through ‘Variety’ or a similar maga- 
zine they would receive a response 
that would be worth more than their 
efforts. 

“Paul was the most generous man 
I ever knew—and so wholesome. He 


made much money, but he died with- 
out a cent for he had given it all away. 
Some of those who received some of 
his munificence would remember it 
and give in rememberance if they 
were appealed to 

"I know his brother, Eddie, too, 
only he is now Theodore Dreiser. We 
were friends when Eddie was on the 
legitimate stage. Louise Dreiser, his 
adopted daughter, is also a friend of 
ours." 

Mr. Mullane appeared on the bill 
with his daughter, Ghreta. Back 
home in Brooklyn he has two more 
daughters, twins, who are only 16. 
Their names are Dorothy and Clare. 
His is guite a theatrical family, and 
all are taught to remamber Paul 
Dresser. /" Bee 
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Birthday of Dresser; 
Would Have Been 96 


T. H-Past Gpr 
“Banks of Wabash” Sung in 


L 


Schools — Elks Get Por- 


trait of City’s Song Writer 


Paul Dresser came into his own in his home town, Terre Haute, 


Monday. 


It was tne first time the town has stopped to celebrate ihe birthday 
of its famous citizen, the man who wrote ou* siate song "On the Banks 
of the Watash.” Tho the song has been played and suns millions of 


times tho the town has planned a 


Dresser drive and a iticmoerial foun- 


tain, no special mention has ever befor? heen made of Paul Dresser on 


uis birthday, April 23. 


Members of the Dresser Memo-|" y 


rial committee, who held their ob- 
servance at a luncheon Monday at 
the Elks, made plans to make this 
celebration of his birthday an an- 
nual evént. 


St. Mary's-of-the-Woods, the In- ; 


diana State Normal and Rose Poly- 
technic Institute had special pro- 
grams in his honor. "On the Banks | 
of the Wabash" was sung at every 
public school in the city and short 
Sketches of Dresser's life given. 

Word came to the Terre Haute 
Elks' Lodge, No. $6. that a valu- 
able enlarged portrait of Dresser | 
was being sent to the lodge as a 
gift fro mthe poet's brother, Theo- 
dore Dreiser. The picture, which 
belonged to the famous New York 
theatrical association. “The White 
Rats," now disbanding, was given, 
to the poet’s brother, Theodore 
Dreiser. 


ELKS TO HANG PICTURE 

When they heard of the portrait, 
the Terre Haute lodge, thru Robert 
D. Heinl, asked Dreiser for it. Tho 
several organizations had asked 
‘for it, Dreiser promised it to the 
ilocal lodge with the condition that 
lif the Elks should not be able to 
jtake care of the portrait, it would 
ligo on to the Terre Haute Histori- 
lcal society. 
| The portrait, when it arrives in 
| Terre Haute, will be hung in the 
large reception room at the Elis 
; home. 

Terre Haute theatres, too, ob- 
Served Dresser’s birthday. Miss 
Suzanna Richardson sang “On the 
Banks of the Wabash,” at each per- 
i formance, at the Liberty. The Indi- 
ana orchestra played the song as 
its feature number at all shows 
there. Paul Dresser was born 
April 23, 1857, and died Jan. 24 
1906. He would S 66 today had 


ke. lived. ei t du 


CONTRACT AWARDED 
FOR DRESSER DRIVE 


MAREH— ZTO 193/ 


County Commissioners Receive-Bids ' 
For Work Begun Ten 


The contract for ETT 
Dresser Drive, between W a-l 
bash avenue and Farrington 


| streets, was let by the county 


commissioners Friday morning ! 
and the work begun in 1921 by ! 


ithe Banks of the Wabash asso- | 


ciation now promises to reach 


its fulfillment. 

There were three bids for the work, | 
ali remarkably close to each other) 
and to the estimated cost of the 
work ns prepared by the county en- 
g.neer, This estimate was $70,768.90. 
The successful bidder was V. G. An- 
derson, of Terre Haute, whose bid 
wa: $69,698.90. Other bids were: 
Jchn A. Shepherd, $70,126.90, and 
Fou'kes Construction company, $69,- 
843.50. 

As bid on, the road will be 40 feet 
wide, built of bituminous surfaced 
material, with 10 foot gravel shoul- 
‘lers on each side and a five foot ad- 
ditional shoulder along the river side. | 
This will give practically a 60-foot 
driveway between Wabash avenue 


Jand Farrington street, with a spur 
don Ohio street from Water to First 


street to connect with the pavement: 


Jat that intersection. l 


Present when the bids were opened 
4rd the winner announced were Ben 
Blumberg, president, and other mem- 
bers of the Chamber uf Commerce, 


Jinembers of the park board and of: 
| tne Banks of the Wabash association. | 
j| This last organization has never | 
| ceased its fight for this improvement 


since first launching the project 10, 
ycars ago. | 


it 
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4 cEERE “NICE 
pO NOT CiRCULATE 


Community Affairs Fig 
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First Dirt Turned On Dresser 
Drive,the Birth en a | Boulevard 
Je oe TAN Ty TE GHEE SE | we r 


1 


By Curt Bridwell: | i 
| DAUL DRESSER wrote ‘‘The 
'4  Moonlight's Fair Tonight 
‘Along the Wabash” and he is 


to ‘have the Dresser memorial, 
oye Dresser airport and the 

Dresser drive as memory trib- 

utes. 
| The Banks-of-the- Wabash Im- 
|provement association likes the 
| Dresser song—but members are 

now whistling ''Some Day 

When Dreams Come True'' and 

‘Smile, Smile, Smile," for a 

dream of some ten or twelve 

years' standing is about to 
^eome true for these enthusiastic 
| Wabash boosters. 

"Wnhy can't we have a drive along 
the river banks as one of the units 
in a circle drive of Terre Haute that 
can be called the Dressen.drive?” 
| This was a question asked many 
years ago and it won instant and 
continuous support, enlisting as the 
move really got under way, the back- 
|ing &nd support of practically every 
| civic and community organization in 
the city. 

Several petitions for the Raymond 
B. Kintz or Dresser drive road have 
been prepared and presented to the 
Vigo county board of commissioners. 
Consideration of the proposed im- 
provement was delayed at first be- 
cause of a lack of funds. A recent 
petition was delayed after bids had 
been received, because the county 


Wan I^ iR by 180 feet and beautified by 


landing places and booths for the 
boats that will skim over the river 
adii the season. 


Boat Club Annex. 


M quarters for the Wabash Val- 
ley Boat club—a new club house is 
one of the plans of the organization 
and Terre Haute's municipal swim-* 
ming pool with its beauty and possi- 
| bilities for seasonal enjoyment are 
near the proposed route for the 
Kintz unit of Dresser drive. 

It is the hope and the ambition of 
boosters for river bank beautification 
to have the river bank span of the 
Dresser drive landscaped along its , 
complete route. 

E. A. Quillan, inspector for the In- 
diana state highway commission, is 
in Terre Haute ready to take up his 
duties as inspector on this river bank 
drive.. 

Contractor V. G. Henderson is now 
at work on the drainage sewer that is 
included in the plans and specifica- 
tions for the drive and unless unfor- 
seen difficulties are encountered, 
actual grading and filling work wil 
start next week over the route. In 
some places fills are required, in | 
others it will be necessary to cut 
away and level out. k 

John Minnich Wilson, deputy in © 
the office of County Surveyor Charles 4 
Modesitt, has made a futuristic paint-/ 
ing of the river bank unit of Dresse 
drive and boosters for the improve 
ment, when they look at the painthy, 
will realize why the members of ; x 
Banks of the Wabash Improvemt ~ "m 
association and the other “throug. 
the years" supporters for the mi n 
are whistling "Some Day . Wit) 
Dreams Cone True." > 


{the public lands of Fairbanks park 
| and this year, on March 20, the con- 
| tract for the construction of the} 
river bank unit of Dresser drive was | 
awarded to V. G. Henderson on his 
bid of $69,698.90. The estimated cost 
of the river bank unit was $70,768.90. 
The Kintz or river bank unit of 
Dresser drive will start 55 feet east 
of the eastern terminus of the Wa- 
bash river bridge, will go south and 
southwest along and upon the banks 
of the Wabash for 3,500 feet, then 
southeast to intersect with First and 
Farrington streets. A short spur on 
Ohio street from the Water street 1n- 
tersection will connect with the 
Kintz unit. The total length of 


river unit will be 4,721.5 feet with a 
width of 40 feet. The precoated 
bituminous macadam surface over a 
dust filled gravel base will wind 
along the rver bank a “companion 
thread” of friendliness with the silver 
sheen of the river. 

Where danger might threaten, wire 
highway guard fencing will be placed 
with Its white post supports and its 
strands of luminous wire, & warning 
for motorists and travelers. 

In Fairbanks park the Terre Haute 
| park board has taken cognizance of 
the fact that Dresser drive will pass 
through its confines and has con- 
sidered this in planning the land- 
scaping of the park. 

At the new boat harbor of the Wa- 
bash Valley Boat club, the drive wil! 
make a U curve around this im-; 
provement. The boat harbor is to be | 
excavated to & depth of three feet 
below water mark with dimensions 
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Eight major foundations alone] 
the United States are expending 4^ 
proximately $49,000,000 annually f 
educational purposes. 


" 


commissioners felt that none of the | 
bids were low enough and also on | 


account of the fact that some dis- 
cussion had come up concerning the 


right of way for the proposed river’ 


bank drive through the Fairbanks 
park. 
Title To Drive Clear, 
The park board of Terre Haute 
adjusted this difficulty by granting 
the county a right of way through 


me 11 
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Dresser Memorial Plans Recall * 


{ 


The Bard’s Early Life Here 


Oat ye. — 


By Curt Bridwell. 

N the banks of the Wabash— 

slowly but gradually out of 
what was a river waste swamp land 
and dumping ground for debris, a 
half-circle plot of filled-1n ground 
is appearing. A concrete retaining 
wal outlines the boundary—a cir- 
cular walk sets apart a section near 
the center and diagonal.walks tra- 
verse the distance to outer boun- 
darles. 

This Is the foundation and the 
start of the Paul Dresser memorial 
and within the next few months 
young sycamores will be planted 
along the line of the retaining wall 
and again Paul Dresser's song pic- 
ture of "through the sycamores the 
candle lights are gleaming" will 
be depicted with the gleam probably 
being the modern version, candle 
power from electric lights. 

The Paul Dresser memorial has 
long been & cherished plan of the 
| Paul Dresser Memorial association 
and this association through the 
‘years has treasured and guarded 
contributions given to help make 
the plan a realization. 

Approximately thirty-two acres 
of ground is owned by the associa- 
tion—the land lies on the west bank 
of the Wabash river, on both the 
north and south sides of U. S. high- 
way No. 40, the national road, with 
the holdings starting about 150 
yards from the Wabash river 
bridge. It is the plot on the south 
side of the highway that is now 
being improved, filled in, graded 
with rich top soil placed so that as 
work progresses toward completion 
grass, flowers and shrubs will grow 
and blossom, where in childhood 
days Paul Dresser often roamed 
among the tangled undergrowth and 
wild flowers, before the march of 
time made of the plot a neglected 
waste land. 

Dresser Plaza. 


The north plot improvement has 
not yet started except that some 
filling has been done, but as time 
passes the Paul Dresser memorial 
will be a full circle with the na- 
tional road passing near the center 
pf the circle and the park on each 
side of the highway creating not 
,only & natural scenic beauty spot 
| for the west entrance to the city of 
“Paul Dressers birth, but a last- 
ing memorial to his memory. When 
the Dresser memorial is completed 
it will be turned over by the Paul 
Dresser Memorial association to 
| the city of Terre Haute and be- 
come a part of the city’s park sys- 
tem. 


| 


At some place in the memorial 
circle—the spot to be decided upon 
when the circle is nearly completed. 
but with many favoring the smaller 
and inner ci-cle formed by the 
walks in the south plat—& fitting | 
tribute of memory—it may be 4 
statue; it may be a shelter house; 
it may be a morument with planned 
flower gardene—will be raised. 

It may also come about that the 
body of Paul Dresser, now resting 
St, Boniface cemetery in Chi- 
vago, will be brought to his home 
vity of Terre Haute and given a 
final resting place in the memorial 
grounds that are being prepared as 
a tribute to the bard that composed 
indiana’s state song. “On the Banks 
of the Wabash.” 

Paul Dresser was born 


1n 


April 23, 


1557 on Walnut street jn Terre | 


Haute in a house about & block and 
a half from the Wabash river. The 
banks of the ‘iver Was his chil 


hood playgrounds and the vivid im- 
pression of childhood days is borne 
out in his “On the Banks of the 
Wabash.” 
The Boyhood Days. 

According to the official history | 
of Paul Dresser written by Max 
Ehrmann, Terre Haute man of let- 
ters and Indiana poet, the history 
is & copyright with the Paul Dres- 
ser Memorial association holding 
the title, Dresser’s child world 
with its school days and pleasure, 
was short lived. The family was 
in poor circumstances and at the 
age of 13, Paul, a big, burly boy, 
, none too obedient at home, forgetting 
meal times and bed time, and not 


Paul Dresser learned that his 
mother &nd youngest children had 
moved to Sullivan and he took time 
off to go down to Sullivan, where 
he found his family again in pov- " 
erty. One of the brothers then 
living at Sullivan was the now 
famous writer and novelist, Theo- 
dore Dreiser. Paul changed his 
name to Dresser, supposedly be- 
cause it was more easily pro- 
nounced. 
Life Was His Stage. 


| At Evansville Paul Dresser left 
ithe minstrel company, became a 
icomic lead at the Apollo theater 
and furnished a daily humorous 
column to the Evansville Argus 
junder the caption “Plummy’s 

Pointers.” When he had saved 
‘enough money he went to Sullivan 
{and moved his mother and the 
Dreiser children to Evansville, 
‘where he provided them with a 
icomtortable home. 

In 1582 Paul Dresser rejoined his 
minstrel company--now  Primose 
and West. The father was still 
working in Terre Haute, but the 


‘mother and three children moved 


to Chicago, because most of the | 
other Dreiser children were already | 
living there. From song-writer and | Es 
minstrel man Paul Dresser turned | à 
| actor and playwright with “The Two { 
Johns,” “Tin Soldier" and “The 
Danger Signal” as vehicles for his | 
acting ability. While working ‘in 
one of the plays Dresser wrote “The 
Green Goods Man” and toured the 
country. In 1896 Dresser left the 
Istage and for some time was in 
New York devoting his time to 
[song writing and entertainment fea- 
tures. The music publishing house 
‘of Haviland and Dresser was es- 
tablished in New York and later) 


very steady or reliable, but always,;opened a branch office in Chicago, | 
| as ever afterwards, big-hearted and |with Dresser dividing his time De 
fun loving and fond of guitar pick- | tween the two places bf business. 


ing and piano playing, was put to 


It was at No. 4 East Twentieth 


work. He was with his father in |street in New York that "On the 


the woolen mills for some time; 
worked at a bakery; 


Banks of the Wabash” had its "ow 


at a news|ginning. Paul Dresser remembered 


stand in the pustofifce; as a press- |the river of his childhood days and 


man for a newspaper and as a train "he was t 


boy—but always the big thing with 
Paul was music. x | 

At 15 Paul was sent to St. Mein- 
ard seminary; his father and moth- 
er, ardent church members, had de- 
termined to nieke a clergyman ont 
iof him. He ran away from the 
seminary and went to a Rev.) 
Spaulding in Indianapolis who. 
understanding the music-haunted 
heart of the boy, encouraged, fed 
jand protected him until he found 
work with a traveling show, the 
Hamlin’s Wizard Oil company. 
After three years of traveling min- 
Istrelsy Dresser joined the Thatcher, 
|Primose and West Minstrel com- 
(pany appearing in New York and 
imany other cities. He played 
ithrough the middle west—even in 
lhis own home town of Terre Haute 
and it was while in Terre Haute 
lwith his minstre? company that 


Yyfuk to THE words “ener 
‘music for the remembrances. Pay} 
told his:brother, Theodore Dr 
, eiser,; Dresser died at 
3 th 
that y den going to write a new jsister, Emma, 203 dol. E ae 
mph os pone te the theme with|dred Sixth street, in New Sri. 
A. e sut the song was not|There he was buried, but later ane 
s body was removed 
Ou dne : oved to St. Boniface 
Baden aan e Suns medo a tan inue ir s 
: es. Th 
the Wabash had inspired Dresser, has Es sid PES neu 
6- 


he sat down at a piano in the In- ; 
in i 
ea oon ee "On the Banks drm. NE e znal 
e a xi Mu 
m og eM im morlal circle and the Paul Dresser 
EN EE provet Tires aA Memorial association is most hope- 
: 3 ful that at some time 1 
the melody and taught the words to Ep 0 
distant fut t 
c ian friend at West Baden, {will Me XE "og cod Spe 
or x in 
RA E CENE ORT Wabash” that he loved so well. But 
3 even if this can not be accompli 
ceca ae E ju A the Paul Dresser memorial E 
€ |a most fitti 
may come to Terre Haute to sing 'ory of ix eee ne a 
e In- 


Dresser's song at a Dresser anni 
- diana 
versary within the next year. istate P cup the Indiana 


HY AGNES McCULLOCHK WANNA. 
» n a small btick house at 115 Wal- 
mut street, in Terre Haute, not far 
from tho ‘Wabash river, Paul Dreiser, 


song’ writer ‘Andi friend. of men and 
women, was, born, April 23, 1857. His 
brother: Theodore retained the origi- 
nal spelling of the famlly hame, but, 
for Paul it was/early changed to a | 
Tncre  euphoniota ' form, Dresser, 

=; The small unpretentious dwelling 
that; was his. bimhpiacé, not far from 
tite «rolling Waters t of. his. storied 
BtFeam; is now* held asla memorial 
t MEA and tó |he;boyhoód activities 
1 0f; this Man: of genius; "At present 
| nö tablet telle-of his life, but it is 
hoped. that -# suitable'bne may bé 
Anstalled. - This brick: dwelling and 
A&-memórlal boulevard localize the! 
iva odes Go Hdcute, but. hé 
' | more tryin thà.ainging voicea 
Se BLEUS on and off 
thaws digo And SGoritert "platform. 
“The Banks of the: Wabash” rolls, 
lke “Ol Man Hiver" through many 
hearts nnd homes of the land. 


PAUL DRESSER'S BIRTHELACKE. i 


Memorial Boulevard Buil, —— 
The beautiful memortal bouleyard 
now follows the course of the Wa- 


bash river which he ‘made famous 
in song. Along these banks he played 
in childhood, fished as a young lad 
and found happiness in the ro- 
mances of youth. Across its stream 
he saw the sycamores and from its 
waters he watched the candlelights 


gleaming‘ in riverside cottages. 


His family was. poor in worldly 
posséssions, but rich in sensitivity to 
beauty ‘and affection; his many 
songs show both elements—appre- 
ciation of natural beauty and a cor- 
din] and ‘immediate response oto 
séntiment. While he was a member 
of a medicine show or éarning little 
money as & train butcher or running 
away from the formal educaiion of- 
fered himi he “was ready to help 
when and where he ¢ould, and such 
tomforts Bs. He was abla he gave to 


"hid mother, his younger brothers and 


other. persons- as they touched his 


‘life.’ He was three timés a member 
|of the Primrose & West minstrel 


| company and sang his way into the 


hearts of his audiences. During hit 


vacations he wrote songs of -senti~ 


meént,.and that Which had the gréat- 
est appeal was. ‘On the. Banks “of 


othe. Wabash." 


Wabash National RIVET. sie, 
Max Ehrmann of Terre: Haute hae 
much to say of the effect bf the 


iriver on Dreéster'a development, “and, 
the’ popularity. of that) song with 
homesick Indianians , whérever they. 
are? He says: 3° Soap Peri, <<" VM 
“It is impossible’ to give an) dd» 
count of the immense popularity! of 
this song. Within a year's time “On 
the Banks of the: Wabash’. literally 
was sung everywhere. The human 
j heart, .the heart of the ‘people; 
knows its own. Everywhere, in all 
the states of the Union, in all walka 
of life, it touched the tender chords 
of human hature.. The Wabash be- 
came a national river; and for. thé 
first time its beauty was justly cele- 
brated. Home-coming travelers from 
England, from the Rhine, and from 
Paris reported having heard it. In 
1903 Paul Dresser had the pleasure 
of hearing his song sung in his. na-: 
tive city, on the spot of earth beside: 
the gentle river that had inspired it." 


Picture in Elks Club. 

In the Terre ‘Haute. Eiks Club 
bangs a portrait of. this large and. 
kindly man, painted when he was At 
the height of his prosperity and pop.| 
ularity. His huge frame is well cov-| 
ered with fiesh, his bearing is coruial 
and friendly, and one can easily see 
that he would make every effort to 
help others along. Thé story of his 
timely aid to Miss Louise Kirlin (or 
Curlin), daughter .of an old-time 
friend of his railway days, is: well 
known. In order to assure her of an 
immediate personal ‘Interview with 
the city editor of a Chicago news- 
paper he told him that his “kid sis- 
ter, Louise Dresser, had arrived in 
town determined to go on the stage.” 
He asked that she be introduced to 
booking agents and treated kindly. 
The story of her career is one of a 
continuous rise to stardom in musi- 
cal revues. Hér beauty, talent and 
industry have made her a great suc- 
i cess, which she attributes in part to 
| Paul Dresser, the kindly one. P 


Runs Away to Visit Pastor. 

_ Dresser’d contact with "Indianap- 
.olis, was made when he cáme Hert 
as a runaway boy ‘to visit the Rev. 
Mr. Spaulding. Mr. Ehrman tclis us: 

“This clergyman had been a friend 
of his father and mother. He felt 
that this ‘man would -understand 
him.‘ it tobk some: weelts to make 
this journey to ‘:ifdianapolis.  Hé 
worked. at several places. It ^ was 
harvest time and:he worked in the 
fields, often singing the while some 
.of'his own songs. i (Go 5: d 


"At Yast he reached Indianapolis, } 
a tired boy, ragged and dirty. He! 
found the Rev, Mr. Spaulding. ‘The | 
man (clothed bim... zave-- bim *Tood, | 
(shelter and ‘money and hade him 
estay»untit he had rested and *hrk. 
gould be found: This’ man under- 
‘stood. the mitsi¢-haunted heart ot 
the boy and encouraged him to work 
out- ‘his life as his heart . had 
planned it.. : 


Sings for Medicine Man, 
"One day,: while wandering thé 
streets of Indianapolis looking for 


work he saw à Hamlin's Wizard Oll 
outfit. This was a large covered 
wagon, carrying a lecturer, who ha- 
rangued the people about the won- 
ders of the cure-all medicine. It 
; also had an entertainer to gather 
| the people. Here was an opportunity 
to sing, to write songs and to earn a 
| living into the bargain. He showed 
ithe manager what he could do and 
was employed at once, Thus, at 
| about 16 years of age, the future 
‘composer of ballads the people love’ 
became a medicine wagon minstrel]. 
This was a humble beginning, but 
here were food and shelter and here 
was opportunity dally.to feel out the 
human heart, to test its responses, 
to learn that which touched it.” 


Made Tour With Play, 
The titles of his best known! 
| songs, those that have been printed 


lunder his name—and many were not 
| s0 preserved— show his -sentiment 
and show also why he made a great 
appéal.to singing, humming men and 
! women, who must of necessity re- 
; main silent about their own joys and 
griefs,  perplexities and’ concerns. 
;"Just Tell hem That You Saw 
'Me," “Lady, Won't You Have a 
|Chair?" “The Letter That He 
!Longed for Never Came, “The Par-. 
don That Came Too Late" and, 
more popular than all the others:| 
On the Banks of the Wabash.", 
; His play in which he toured the land 
was ‘The Green Goods Man" and in 
lt, as In his life, he was extremely. 
entertaining, often boisterously so. 
Peoplé sang and whistled his melo- 
dips; and his fame persists. He was 
a publisher of songs for a time; he 
lived in New York and in Chicago | 
and spent some time at West Baden: 
Springs. He died at the home of a 
sister in New York and a pen por- 
irajit of Paul Dresser appears in one 
of 'Theodore Dreiser's books. He 
loved life and. wanted to live in. 


,memory. | ; i 


